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Rating System

Grade Level

To quickly convey the overall quality of a
book, a rating appears in boldface type after
the bibliographical information.

Considerations:
• The intended reader's approximate grade
level appears immediately after the rating.

*

Exceptional quality or merit. The asterisk is used sparingly and only in cases
where the book deserves special
recognition.

• When the reviewer believes that a particular book will appeal to a wide range of
readers, no upper limit is indicated.

A

Excellence. Books that receive a rating
of A will add strength to a library and
should find wide acceptance among
young readers.

• Many books, including picture books, find
a favorable reader response far beyond
the reading level indicated by the vocabulary, treatment of subject, or format.

B

Recommended for libraries that need
additional books in a specific subject
area. Generally books with a rating of
B are dependable, if not outstanding.

C

NR

Will have appeal for some readers
despite significant shortcomings.
Should be purchased only after careful
consideration .
Not recommended.

Book Classification

Book classification follows the grade level.
Books are given a two-letter code, indicating
the genre of the particular book.

FI

Fiction

BI

Biography

PB

Picture book

PT

Poetry

NF

Nonfiction

Children's Book and Play Review (CBPR) is published five times annually, once every two
months from September through June, by Brigham Young University's Department of Teacher

Education, Department of Theatre and Media Arts, and Harold B. Lee Library. Statements and
opinions of CBPR are the responsibilities of the authors and reviewers and do not necessarily
reflect views, constitute endorsement, or set policy of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints or Brigham Young University.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

2

Review: Full Issue

Brigham Young University
CHILDREN'S BOOK AND PLAY REVIEW
Volume 19, Number 2
NovemberlDecember 1998

Table of Contents
Finding Quality Internet Sites for Young People: A Primer for the Cyber-Challenged
by Marsha D. Broadway ......................................................... 1
P.l. Lynch: The Artist Who Fills Stories With Magic
by Lillian H. Heil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Book Reviews ................................................................. 5
New in Paperback by Janet Francis ................................................. 29
Play Reviews .................................................................. 31
Publishers ..................................................................... 41

Subscription rates are $15.00 for C'
Subscription to web site now avai:

.C

<!I and $28.00 for two years.
tor $5.00 per year.

Please send subscriptions and other correspondence to:
Marsha D. Broadway, Editor
Children's Book and Play Review
Harold B. Lee Library
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602-6887

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

3

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 19 [1998], Iss. 2, Art. 9

Editori.al Board
Marsha D. Broadway: Editor
Janet O. Francis: Book Review Editor
Lillian H. Heil: Artist Editor, Subscriptions
Helen K. Hoopes:
James S. Jacobs: New In Paperback Editor

Gabriele I. Kupitz: Review Group Coordinator
Nancy Livingston: Publicity
Harold R. Oaks: Play Review Editor
Rachel L. Wadham: Format Editor, Publicity

Reviewers
Academic Librarian
Lisa Baer
Denice Barainca
Marsha D. Broadway
Janet O. Francis
Karen Griggs
Helen Hoopes
Gabi Kupitz
Robert L. Maxwell
Jan Porter
Lane11 Rabner
Sandra L. Tidwell
RachelL. Wadham
Keith R. Westover
Tom Wright.
Children's Librarian
Kathe Homer
Vicky M. Turner
College Student
Jimmie Inthavong
Leah Hansen

ElementID School Teacher
Marlene Mabey
Annette VanWagenen
LibrID Staff
Wendy Bishop
Rebecca Gleason
Mary Hall
Susie Quartey
Martha Talman
Parent
Janice G. Bunker
Rita Christensen
Cinda Clement
Sarah Fisher
Suzanne Hess
Public Librarian
Nancy Alder
Pat Birkedahl
Gene Nelson
Lanell Reeder

Theater Professional
Jette Halladay
Nancy Hovasse
Athena Madan
John Dilworth Newman
Harold R. Oaks
University Faculty
Brian Christensen
Gam Coombs
Chris Crowe
Nancy C. Evensen
Lillian Heil
Jim Jacobs
Ray J ohstoneaux
Tim Morrison
University Staff
Rachael W. Galvez
Jeanne Gubler

School LibrID Media
Specialist
Donna J. Jorgensen
Jan Staheli

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

4

Review: Full Issue

Finding Quality Internet Sites for Young People:
A Primer for the Cyber-Challenged
by Marsha D. Broadway, Ph.D.
Juvenile Literature Librarian
Harold B. Lee Library
Brigham Young University

As of November 1, 1998, all URLs used in this article were correct. M.D.B.
With hundreds of new web sites, ranging from
disgusting to fantastic, appearing every week, a
major concern of those of us who rear, teach,
serve, direct, and inform young people is how to
locate and recommend the best Internet sources
for young audiences and how to do so in an
effective and timely manner. There is help for
cyber-challenged parents, teachers, theatre
professionals, and librarians, who prefer to sleep
between 2:00 and 5:00 a.m. instead of surfing the
net for great finds.
In an electronic environment where violence,
pornography, and crass commercialism are
available at the press of the enter key, we should
be prepared to help young people find useful,
engaging, and informative web sites and to master
basic skills in evaluating them. Thus, we must be
able to locate and evaluate quaLty web sites.
Where to start?

Selection Criteria
The Children and Technologv Committee of
the Association of Library Ser,,!c,'s for Children
has developed selection crite!"i" for web site
evaluation. To read the doc: '''nt. use the
following URL: http://www.al:.
prentspage/
greatsites/criteria.html. The cnlt: ,\ mclude four
areas: (1) Authorship/Spons()[,,;hip; (2) Purpose;
(3) Design and Stability; ano (4) Content. In the
area of authorship/sponsorship, the criteria note
that web sites sh0'-iid clearly state the name of the
individual or group creating the site, cite sources
fo~ information when needed, and provide a
means for users to comment or ask questions.
"Sites that knowingly violate copyright statutes or
other laws should not be linked, listed, or

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

recommended." Each of the other areas provide
useful guidelines, including information that
should be shared with young users. "A user should
not need to pay a fee or type in personal
information (such as hislher name or e-mail
address) before using the site." This document is
a quick lesson in web site evaluation.

Web Guides for Youth-Serving Adults
With evaluation criteria mastered or at least
somewhat defined, the next step is to approach
two or three web guides, which are time-saving,
organized, and often annotated lists of links to
useful sites. Guides may be compiled by
individuals, professional associations, government
organizations, or commercial enterprises. Because
one guide will almost always lead to another; this
discussion will be limited to three guides that
were created to help adults help young people
navigate the Internet. As you browse the web
guides, you may want to bookmark sites you
particularly like. It is often easier to retrieve a
bookmarked site than to retrace your steps though
the web guides.
First, 700+ Great Sites for Parents,

Caregivers, Teachers, and Others Who Care
about Kids, a colossal guide, includes sites not

only for parents, caregivers, and teachers, but also
home-schooling families, librarians, storytellers,
puppeteers, and more. A second component of the
guide lists sites for children categorized under
Arts and Entertainment, Literature and Language,
People Past and Present, Planet Earth and Beyond,
and Science and Technology. Great Sites is
compiled by the Children and Technology
Committee of the Association of Library Services
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to Children, a division of the American Library
Association. The URL is http://www.ala.org!
parentspage!greatsites!parent.html.
Second, Kids Connect: Favorite Web Sitesfor
K-12 Students lists some 93 links to web sites that
school library media specialists consider most
helpful for their students. It is organized by 27
curriculum-related subject headings, such as
astronomy,
environment/ecology,
history,
holidays, social issues, and sports. Kids Connect
is produced by the American Association of
School Librarians, a division of the American
Library Association. The URL is http://www.
ala.orglICONNlkcfavorites.html.
Third, The Children's Literature Web Guide
(CLWG) is a top-notch guide for children's
literature, providing links to lists of children's
books awards, bestsellers, and recommended
books; on-line stories; children's writing;
resources for reader's theatre, teachers, parents,
storytellers, writers, and illustrators; more than
170 authors' web pages; Internet book discussion
groups, and children's literature organizations. A
children's bibliophile could spend many happy
hours discovering the plethora of exciting web
sites to recommend and share with young readers.
CLWG is maintained by David K. Brown, director
of the Doucette Library of Teaching Resources at
the University of Calgary. The URL is
http://www.acs.ucalgary.cal-dkbrownlindex.html.
Web Guides for Young People
With considerable controversy about the
appropriateness of some web sites for young
audiences and the acknowledgment that the
Internet is an important educational resource,
several web guides have been created to provide
young people with a "safe surfing" environment.
Berit's Best Sites for Kids is produced by Cochran
Interactive's online librarian. Here children can
find almost 900 web sites for crafts, games,
holidays, animals, space, penpals, and more. The
URL is http://db.cochran.comlli_toc:theoPage.db.
Yahooligans! The Web Guide for Kids not
only lists web sites by topics but allows browsers
to do subject searches, a real advantage if a young
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person does not want to browse the lists of sites.
The URL is http://www.yahooligans.comi.
Wonderful Web Sites
My own browsing in the web guides has led
me to several engaging sites that are personal
favorites. For those perennial reports on the states,
a site called 50 States and Capitols contains a
wealth of information, including state flower,
song, bird, flag, highest geographical point, and
maps at http://50states.com.
Teachers looking for reader's theatre
materials must investigate Aaron Shepard's RT
Page for everything from scripting and staging to
performing. Twenty scripts from Shepard and
others are available for educational and
noncommercial use. The URL is http://www.
aaronshep.comlrtl.
So many delightful authors' web sites exist
that it is difficult to limit the selection to just two.
Check out Jan Brett's web site, which has had
almost 900,000 visitors. The design, activities,
contests, teacher resources, and e-mail and snail
mail addresses attract kids and adults alike. The
URL is http://www.janbrett.com. Also visit with
Cynthia Rylant at http://www.rylant.coml-take
a look at her photo scrapbook and find out why
David Pilkey is hotlinked to her site.
Epilogue
There is much more out there electronically,
but some good starting points have been identified
in this article. So the next time you are awake at
2:00 a.m., you just might want to flip the light
switch, turn on the computer, and surf the net. But
watch out; great web sites can be addictive, and
once you are hooked, the sun rises before you
know it.
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P. J. Lynch: The Artist Who Fills Stories With Magic
By Lillian H. Heil
Professor Emeritus
Department of Teacher Education
Brigham Young University
P. J. Lynch comes from a land filled with
magic and stories of the fairy realm. He was born
in 1962 in Belfast, Northern Ireland, the youngest
in a family of five. He was educated at St.
Malachy's College in Belfast and Jordanstown
Polytechnic. P. J. Lynch received a degree in art
and design at Brighton, with Raymond Briggs as
one of his tutors. Briggs, along with Justin Todd
and John Lord, encouraged Lynch to illustrate
children's books. His illustrations have received
the Kate Greenaway Medal twice, most recently
in 1998 for When Jessie Comes Across the Sea
(Candlewick) written by Amy Hest. Lynch says he
hopes his work "never settles into a recognizable
'style.' So long as I am learning my work will be
changing"(Biography from Walker Books Limited,
87 Vauxhall Walk, London SEll 5HJ).
Lynch's art is realistic, but each book has a
different feel to it. Melisande (Nesbit, Harcourt
Brace, 1989) is all golds and greens; either her
golden hair or the princess in her green brocade
dress grows at an alarming rate while townsfolk
look on with wonder and astonishment. The Fairy
Tales of Ireland (Yeats, Delacourt, 1990) reveals
Lynch's skill with pen and ink drawings and lively
silhouettes. Each illustration for Oscar Wilde's
Stories for Children (Wilde, Macmillian, 1991)
breathes life into the story. The Steadfast Tin
Soldier (Andersen, Harcourt Brace, 1992) evokes
our sympathy for the heroic, one-legged toy as he
falls from a dizzying height (the perspective
makes the reader feel as though he or she is
falling), travels through sewers, is thrown into the
fire, and is finally melted into a heart. The Snow
Queen (Andersen, Harcourt Brace, 1994) is a
contrast between the cruel blue-white of the
wicked queen (with the bluest lips ever seen) and
the warmth and life of Gerda, who goes to save
her friend Kay. Don't miss the illustration of the
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golden angels fighting the snowflake army of the
wicked queen. Catkin (Barber, Candlewick, 1994)
is also a contrast between the human world of
sunshine and growing plants with the land of
enchantment under the hill where the fairies live.
There the fairy folk are pale but beautiful, with
dark hair, green eyes, and dark-green clothes. By
contrast, the little orange cat and the goldenhaired child the fairies have stolen show by their
colors that they come from the human world.
The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey
(Wojciechowski, Candlewick, 1995) won the first
Kate Greenaway Medal for Lynch. In an August
10, 1998 telephone conversation with the author,
Susan Wojciechowski, she told how Lynch came
to illustrate her book. Ordinarily, authors have
little say in selecting illustrators for their books,
but the people at Candlewick Press asked
Wojciechowski whom she would pick if she had
a choice. The author studied children's illustrators
in libraries and bookstores and came up with
Lynch as her top choice. The Candlewick folks
didn't think he would do it, because his work
focused on fairy tales, but they asked him. His
reply was no, but if they wanted to ask him again
in six months, they could.
Wojciechowski was asked to decide if she
wished to delay the production of the book for six
months, and she decided to do so. In six months,
Lynch agreed to illustrate the book but took a long
time to finish it; Wojciechowski was afraid he
didn't like it. Mter the book won the Greenaway
Medal, she discovered the story behind the long
delay. He was afraid he couldn't do the story
justice, so to get himself "into the setting, the
look, and feel of Jonathan Toomey's world, Lynch
first built a model of the village which appears
midway through the book. Then he literally
brought the story to life by hiring actors (not
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models just posing) complete with period
costuming and props to act out each scene
convincingly." Lynch filmed the action and then
used "the dynamics of the live performance to
pinpoint the story's defming moments and infuse
each scene with the powerfully subtle, emotional
depth that sets his work apart" (Children's Book
Review, Holiday, 1997).
Wojciechowski
knew
Lynch
had
accomplished his goal when she saw the finished
paintings and text together. "After reading it
through, I put it down and cried uncontrollably. It
was like a miracle." The author also had the
unusual experience of writing the book "in a flood
of inspiration and was fmished in less than an
hour" (Children's Book Review, Holiday, 1997).
The illustrations for the story are in wood
colors, featuring browns of many hues and shades.
They focus our attention on the skill and craft of
the lonely wood carver. In the illustration below,
notice the intent expressions of both the
woodcutter, Jonathan, and the boy, Thomas, as
one teaches and the other tries to learn the art of
carving wood. They are surrounded by wood-the
floor, wooden chests, carved frames, pieces of
wood, a wooden chair, a wooden table, and curls
of wood from the bird Thomas is trying to carve.

The boy's hair is the color of light wood; the
man's hair is the color of dark wood. The only
non-wood color is their blue shirts and the carving
knife.
Another aspect the viewer should note is the
incredible ability Lynch has for drawing hands. In
the illustrations in The Christmas Miracle,
Jonathan's strong, muscular hands contrast with
the small hands of the child he is teaching. In
Catkin is a close-up of the Wise Woman's hands
as she fondles the little cat. The wrinkles on her
hands tell us of her age and wisdom. The Snow
Queen's hands are like long icy claws; the old
lady who tries to enchant Gerda has knobby,
arthritic hands. The child who throws the tin
soldier in the fire has young, unlined hands as
thoughtless as his actions are. Melisande has the
graceful hands of a princess as she picks up the
invading armies attacking her people. Whenever
you see a book illustrated by P. J. Lynch, be sure
to look at the hands. They are part of the magic he
brings to stories for children.
The overall quality of Lynch's work
encourages the reader to spend as much time
looking as reading. It is time well worth spending
on the unspoken meanings and emotional depth of
illustrations by P. 1. Lynch.

© 1995 PJ. Lynch. Used by permission of Candlewick Press.
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Book Reviews

Alborough, Jez. Watch Out! Big Bro's Coming!
lllustrated by J ez Alborough. Candlewick
Press, 1997. ISBN 0-7636-0130-6. $16.99.
Unpaginated.

*

Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Big Bro is coming! He's big, tough, and
mean. Mouse is scared to death of him. He warns
the frog that he's coming, who warns the parrot,
who warns the chimpanzee, who warns the
elephant. They all sit shivering and waiting, and
waiting, and waiting for Big Bro to show. Mouse
finally agrees to go and see how far away he is.
Mouse returns in sheer terror. He's nearly here!
All the animals nearly faint in anticipation of Big
Bro's arrival.
The book contains magnificent pictures and a
twist ending that will leave you laughing. It also
makes a great read-a-loud. The author's picture
books for children feature rhyming texts and
exaggerated drawings of animals in humorous
settings. His stories teach simple lessons.
Alborough uses lots of color and cartoon-like
drawings, and he has written numerous books
with bears starring in the title roles. This is a Utah
Children's Picture Book Award Nominee for
1998-99.

••••

Alcock, Vivien. Stranger at the Window.
Houghton Mifflin, 1998. ISBN 0-3958-1661O. $16.00. 200 pp.
B 4+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Caring for an illegal immigrant can be a scary
thing, especially when the grownups don't know.
Leslie is staying with her aunt in London when
she sees a face in an attic window of the house
next door. She soon finds out the children next
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door are responsible for hiding a young boy who
keeps saying in broken English, "They will kill
me if I go back."
When the children's mother, an avid
campaigner for the less fortunate, finds out about
the illegal child she threatens to tum him in to
save her husband's job. Leslie agrees to help her
friends next door by hiding the boy in her aunt's
home. However, she soon fmds out how hard it is
to house an illegal immigrant, and the story begins
to tum deadly.
It is soon apparent that the children do not
understand all that is involved in keeping their
secret. All they feel is compassion for the child.
They know about Erri' s bad dreams, and that his
screaming can get them into a lot of trouble.
Your heart will hurt with Leslie, as she sees
Erri's loneliness. All of a sudden not having a
father does not seem as bad as not having parents
at all.
In the end, the boy does not return to his
homeland, but is sent to a foster home and a
family who takes care of him. This is an excellent
book to introduce the legalities and risks involved
in helping illegal immigrants.

••••
Berenstain, Stan and Jan. The Berenstain Bears
and the Haunted Hayride. lllustrated by Stan
and Jan Berenstain. Random House, 1997.
ISBN 0-679-97650-7. $11.99. 102 pp.
A 2-5 FI PB

Reviewed by Sarah Fisher

Needing money for Halloween costumes, the
Beartown cubs are delighted when they are all
offered a job helping Farmer Ben with the daily
chores. When a dishonest businessman moves in
with his big-time grocery store, Ben's farm is
threatened. Willing to do anything to save Farmer
Ben and their jobs, the cubs come up with the
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perfect idea to raise enough money to spare the
farm-a Halloween Festival, featuring a haunted
hayride! When they finally convince Farmer Ben
to hold the festival, the whole town pitches in to
help. A success, the festival brings in enough
money to save the farm and helps put the criminal
grocer where he belongs-in jail.
A "Big Chapter Book," the Haunted Hayride
is the perfect length for the budding reader. With
interesting illustrations and believable situations,
this book is sure to be enjoyed by young readers.
It is suspenseful and fun to read, a very
appropriate addition to the classroom or home
library.

••••
Binch, Caroline. Since Dad Left. illustrated by
Caroline Binch. Millbrook Press, 1998. ISBN
0-7613-0357-X. $21.40. Unpaginated.
A 1·5 PB

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Sid is angry that his mother and father have
separated. He is especially angry at his father,
who has left. Things are somewhat the same at
school and with his friends, although Sid spends
more time alone now. One Saturday he is
supposed to go spend the weekend with his father.
The rest of the story is one of anger,
reconciliation, and the realization that although
things have changed, and are more difficult, his
dad loves him, and Sid can love his father too.
This is a story of a child dealing with the
breakup of his family. It tells honestly and simply
what happens in the life and the heart of a little
child when faced with such a challenge. It would
be a good book for children to read who are going
through separation or divorce, or for children who
need to understand another child in this situation.
The words and sentence structure are simple. The
story is told frankly. The beautiful watercolor
illustrations tell half the story. As in real life,
there are no easy answers or complete solutions in
this book. There are just lives changed and the
process of dealing with it. The story could be a
lead-in to a discussion on marriage, divorce, and
families.
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Brooks, Bruce. Cody: Wolfbay Wings #3.
HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06-027541-3.
$14.89.117 pp.
B 3·7 F1

Reviewed by Janice G. Bunker

In this third book in the Woljbay Wings series,
Cody and his teammates find that performing
together as a band helps them play better on the
ice. Although the idea of ten-and eleven-year-olds
forming a band seems a little far-fetched, Brooks'
skill as a writer is quite solid. His characters are
well-drawn, his descriptions fresh. He manages to
address issues such as dependability, family
togetherness, and good sportsmanship in a
matter-of-fact yet insightful manner. His writing
is appealing to read. In addition, the combination
of exciting writing and fast-paced hockey action
should lure readers from ages eight to thirteen.

••••
Brown, Ruth. The Shy Little Angel. lllustrated by
Ruth Brown. Dutton, 1998. ISBN 0-52546079-9. $15.99. Unpaginated.
A Pre·3 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Braodway

Against Gabriel's orders and to the shock of
her angel friends, a shy, little angel refuses to join
the visit to the newborn baby. Defiant but near
tears, she watches from above as shepherds,
lambs, wise men, innkeeper, and angels gather
around the baby.
A clever storyline and equally clever
watercolor-and-acrylic illustrations bring a
surprise ending that will delight young and older
readers alike. A welcomed selection for giftgiving and adding to Christmas storybook
collections in school and public libraries.

••••
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Bunting, Eve. Ducky. lllustrated by David
Wisniewski. Houghton Mifflin, 1997. ISBN
0-395-75185-3. $15.00. 32 pp.
A K-4 FI

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

A terrible stonn tosses "Ducky," along with
29,000 other plastic bathtub toys, overboard from
a ship bound from Hong Kong to Tacoma,
Washington. The crate they are packed in breaks.
The many animals are set adrift in the middle of a
restless ocean. Danger and loneliness lurk
everywhere in the huge ocean expanse. Ducky is
terrified of the monstrous shark chasing him. He
wishes he could swim or flyaway. Day after day
the only thing he can do is float. He watches his
other bathtub friends float away one by one. Will
he ever see land or friends again?
The actual event this story is based on became
a scientific study. The book is magnificently
illustrated with crisply cut collage images
intermixed with detailed watercolor backdrops.
Ducky's bright yellow hue draws the attention of
readers' eyes as the fate of little "Ducky" unfolds
in this charming and creative maritime adventure.

••••
Bunting, Eve. Your Move. lllustrated t,· James
Ransome. Harcourt Brace, 1998. L)~3N 015-200181-6. $16.00. 32 pp.
A 3-8 FI PB

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

Ten-year-old James is excited to "prove
himself' so that he can join a neighborhood
"club." He brings his little broth~
,..:: along,
because he is responsible for takii
~ of him
while their mother works evenings. h", .eves along
with the dare to spraypaint on a freew ~i) sign, but
grows uneasy when members of the c;~h mention
the "take-it" game they play in the fT';" -market.
When the grOllP cross paths WIth are" 1 gang of
older kids, James realizes the danger h( .) getting
himself and his brother into. When a member of
the club comes over the next day to offer James a
Lakers cap that signifies he is "in," James
courageously declines.
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The message of this book is clear: kids can
make the choice not to become part of the gang
culture. It is also startling, because it reveals how
early in life many children have to make such a
choice, and what strong influences they must
resist. The portrayal of the relationship between
James and Isaac is also marvelous, showing the
way Isaac looks up to James, while James
watches out for Isaac. Knowing that Isaac will
follow whatever he does, James makes a decision
that will save both of them from a lot of trouble.
The illustrations, done in oil paint, give a vibrant
reality and deep personality to the story as well.

••••
Burks, Brian. Walks Alone. Harcourt Brace, 1998.
ISBN 0-1520-1612-0. $16.00. 115 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

This story is woven around the Wann Springs
Apaches and the events of 1879 in the New
Mexico Territory. Their chief, Victorio, decided
to fight authorities rather than live on the barren
San Carlos Reservation in Arizona. Walks Alone
is a fifteen-year-old girl who faces extraordinary
deprivations as her people are hunted and
murdered. She is separated from her people during
an attack by Apache scouts working for the
"White Eyes." The rest of the tale follows her
attempts to track and rejoin them.
Burks does a good job of integrating Apache
lore, customs, and history into this riveting story.
The reader gets a good feel for Apache attachment
to land and family. There is only the Apache view
in this story. Other works might try to introduce
sympathetic characters from the other culture, but
the "White Eyes" are depicted as heartless killers
who have no mercy. A bibliography of hi~·Gri.cal
works on Victorio and Apaches is included.

••••
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Butterworth, Nick. Jingle Bells. lllustrated by
Nick Butterworth. Orchard, 1998. ISBN 0531-30124-9. $15.95. Unpaginated.
B Pre-3 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Two tiny mice, Jack and Lottie, have one big
problem-"That Cat." Angus is always
tormenting the mice; Christmas morning, their
stockings are empty and a note reads, "NOT
HERE-GON AWAY FOR CRISMUS." The mice
decide to consult the wise rat Ton-Chee, and on
their way they find a sleigh bell. A secret
conference with Ton-Chee results in the bell being
wrapped as a belated Christmas present for
Angus. Mrs. Mackie, Angus' owner, ties the bell
around Angus' neck to his discomfort and
consternation. "'It may not have been a very
merry Christmas' said Jack, 'but it does look like
a Happy New Year!'"
This humorous "belling of the cat" story is
complemented by delightful bright watercolor
illustrations that capture the personalities of the
cat and wise rat. Butterworth effectively uses
footprints and shadowing elements outside the
boundaries of the illustrations to portray the
scampering of the mice and the menacing nature
of the cat. The book covers are tied together with
a red satin ribbon, which also secures a bellshaped tag. This feature will not be a problem if
the book is intended for an individual child but
will not work well on public and school library
shelves.

••••

Choi, Yangsook. The Sun Girl and the Moon Boy.
lllustrated by Yangsook Choi. Alfred A.
Knopf, 1997. ISBN 0-679-88386-X. $18.99.
Unpaginated.
B K-4 PB NF

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

keep the door closed to strangers. One day a
woman had to leave her children alone while she
went to the market. She told them she would be
back when the oil in the lamp was gone. On her
way home from the market, the woman
encountered a fearsome tiger who demanded one
of the corn cakes she was carrying before he
would let her pass by. One by one the tiger ate all
the corn cakes and then swallowed the woman,
because she had nothing left to feed him. To
further satisfy his appetite, the still hungry tiger
was determined to find the woman's children, so
he dressed in her clothing and set out in search of
them. At home, as the children awaited their
mother's return, there was a knock at the door. It
was the tiger! He tricked them into opening the
door, then chased them out into the night. They
scrambled up a tree, the tiger not far behind.
Fearing for their lives, the children pled for help,
and miraculously, a long rope fell from the sky.
They grabbed hold and were lifted up and away
from danger, up to the very top of the sky where
their mother was waiting for them. "There should
always be enough light for people to stay safe
from danger," the woman tells her children. The
little girl becomes the sun, "bathing the world in
light," while the little boy becomes the moon, and
the mother the stars, casting a pale light over the
earth all night long.
The Sun Girl and the Moon Boy is beautifully
retold and illustrated with soft, luminous paintings
that allow the spirit of this tale to flow easily from
the author to the reader. In retelling this wellloved tale, Choi has chosen to honor the memory
of her storyteller grandmother, as well as the tiger,
an important part of Korean folklore. A good read
aloud at home, in the classroom, or during a
library story hour.

••••

Long ago in Korea, when there was no sun or
moon, people lit their homes with oil lamps.
Because the land teemed with wild animals that
frightened the people-the tiger being the most
feared of all-the children were warned to always

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9
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Ediud by J.n Colbert ••dAn. M<Millan Harms
With pho,oZr.lflh, b, Erne" C.Wit~ ...d Roy Cajero

still much work to be done. For example, Scott,
age 12, writes:
Today after my class went outside, we came
in and we were allowed to drink from the
same water fountain-all because of you. We
got to work on the computers together-all
because of you. We went to lunch together
and sat at the same table and stood in the
same line and ate the same lunches-all
because of you. Thank you, Dr. King, you
changed the world.
Erin, age 11, writes of another side of modern life:

© 1998 Colbert Company

Colbert, Jan & Ann McMillan Harms. Dear Dr.
King: Lettersfrom Today's Children to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. lllustrated by Ernest
C. Withers & Roy Cajero. Hyperion, 1998.
ISBN 0-7868-0417-3. $14.95. Unpaginated.

*

3-6 PB NF Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

After talking to their classes about Martin
Luther King Jr., a group of Memphis, Tennessee
teachers ask their students to write letters to Dr.
King. The students ask questions, share feelings
about King's life and death, give thanks for
improvements in race relations, and express their
desires for greater peace in the future. From the
many letters generated in the project, a select
group are interspersed in the book with historic
photographs of King's time and pictures of
today's children. Each letter is formatted uniquely
by varying type size, font, color, and layout to
create a book that is visually exciting.
The letters range from affirmative to
heartbreaking, as the children offer a personal
evaluation about the ways in which King's dream
has come true, as well as areas in which there is

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

If you were alive today you would go into
shock. Some people are scared to go for a
walk in their own neighborhoods. They are
also scared because of drive-by shootings.
Kids are also dropping out of school. They
think school is not important. How else are
they going to get ajob somewhere else than
Burger King? I wish you were here to help
these people.
The power of this book is immeasurable, and
it would be a very valuable part of any school or
home study of Martin Luther King Jr., civil rights,
race relations, or peace versus violence.

••••

DeClements, Barthe. Liar, Liar. Marshall
Cavendish, 1998. ISBN 0-7614-5021-1.
$14.95. 144 pp.

B 5+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

The dilemma in DeClements book Liar, Liar
is whether Marybelle, a new move-in, will win
friends by telling lies about a competition. The
reader will not be without compassion for
Marybelle, who is poor and does not make friends
easily. It's true she cannot afford the cutest
clothes or provide the funnest playthings, but she
tries hard to include herself anyway and resorts to
deceit when the girls do not respond.
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It's hard to believe Gretchen's friends would
believe Marybelle. After all, Gretchen has lived in
the neighborhood for years and shares all her
secrets with Susan. Why would Susan suddenly
avoid her and not allow her to come visit her at
home? To fill the void, Gretchen makes friends
with another girl, but curiosity about Susan's
shunning keeps Gretchen hunting for clues.
With the help of her older brother, Gretchen
finds out why the lies have been told. Although
Gretchen struggles with forgiveness, she manages
to rid herself of debilitating anger.
Near the end of the story, an interesting twist
will leave the reader convinced that it doesn't pay
to lie. Although boys will think the story too
emotional and wonder what's the big deal, both
genders will understand the overwhelming feeling
of being alone and friendless.

••••
DeFelice, Cynthia. The Ghost of Fossil Glen.
Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 1998. ISBN 03743-1787-9. $16.00.167 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Here is a reincarnation (partial pun intended)
of Richard Peck's Blossom Culp character.
Modern-day sixth-grader Allie Nichols is not
quite the rambunctious renegade that Blossom
was, but she does have grit, and this book is a very
good read. Allie finds herself befriended by the
ghost of a girl whose spirit demands justice before
she can rest. Like Peck's The Ghost Belonged to
Me, only bits and pieces of the redemptive
mystery are revealed at a time, keeping the
protagonist and the reader on the edge of their
seats.
The whole story involves greed, deception,
and murder. The suspense builds very well and
leads to a (literally) cliff-hanging climax. Along
the way, DeFelice manages to deal with some
typical "friendship" problems that sixth-graders
face. A charming book that most young readers
will certainly enjoy.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

Dickens, Charles. A Christmas Carol. lllustrated
by Andrew Wheatcroft. Dorling Kindersley,
1997. ISBN 0-7894-2070-8. $14.95. 64 pp.

*

3+ NF

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

A Christmas Carol has become a classic for
most families. The editors of this version have
made it enticing to children with a text
abridgement based on the one Dickens used for
his public readings. The book is full of sidebars
with photographs, paintings, and many facts about
London in Dickens' time. The sidebars bring the
times and story to life, explaining words, ideas,
places, and things mentioned in the text that
children (and adults) might not otherwise
understand.
This is an excellent version of A Christmas
Carol. Children and adults alike will love the
reading. It would be a marvelous addition to a
collection of Christmas books. Any teacher who is
using A Christmas Carol in their coursework
should have it!

••••
Erodosh, George. Food and Recipes of the
Western Expansion. Rosen, 1997. ISBN 08239-5115-4. $14.95.24 pp.
-----. Food and Recipes of the Civil War. Rosen,
1997. ISBN 0-8239-5112-X.
-----. Food and Recipes of the Pilgrims. Rosen,
1997. ISBN 0-8239-5117-0.
-----. Food and Recipes of the Revolutionary War.
Rosen, 1997. ISBN 0-8239-5113-8.
-----. Food and Recipes of the Native Americans.
Rosen, 1997. ISBN 0-8239-5116-2.
-----. Food and Recipes of the Thirteen Colonies.
Rosen, 1997. ISBN 0-8239-5114-6.
A 3+ NF

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Each of the books in the series Cooking
Throughout American History is nicely done.
They are not just recipe books, but also include a
brief history of the time period and foods the
people used. There is also pronunciation for the
harder or unfamiliar words. This series is written
on a second-or third-grade reading level but will
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be of interest to older children. The author uses
authentic terms for food, such as "grub" and
"chuck." The books have a glossary and an index.
These books would be excellent to include in
a history unit on anyone of the periods listed.

••••
Fine, Anne. The Tulip Touch. Little, Brown, 1997.
ISBN 0-316-28325-8. $15.95.149 pp.
A 6·8 FI

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Natalie first met Tulip in the cornfield.
Standing there motionless, holding a kitten, she
looked more like a scarecrow than a young girl.
New to the neighborhood and wanting to belong
to a gang, Natalie blurts out, "Do you want to be
friends?" However, friendship with the cruel,
friendless Tulip comes with a price. Held in her
magical grasp, Natalie clings to the ragged-haired
Tulip, turning away from the other girls in her
class. Tulip has an amazing ability to get away
with everything. Even her wildest stories are
almost believable. Dad calls it the "Tulip Touch."
Forbidden to go to her house, Natalie hangs
around the Palace, the elegant old hotel her father
manages, waiting desperately for Tulip to show
up. They become inseparable, constantly playing
one of the many games Tulip so skillfully invents,
such as Stinking Mackerel, Rats in a Firestorm, or
Road of Bones. Once quiet, innocent pastimes,
Tulip's games become vicious, morbid, and even
dangerous. Childish pranks become cruel and
humiliating. Yet Natalie stays with Tulip,
rejecting her teachers' and parents' attempts to
help her find safer friendships.
Drawn into Tulip's twisted world, peopled by
a violent, abusive father and a timid, apologetic
mother, Natalie becomes Tulip in secret. On the
outside she remains the same obligingly sweet
child, while inside she silently swears and rages,
just as Tulip does openly. Natalie justifies this
relationship by seeing herself as Tulip's protector.
It is she who tears up the rude Christmas cards,
pleads with Tulip to put down that poor rabbit,
begs Tulip to leave the freshly painted lavatory
alone, and keeps Tulip's trash-bin fires to just
one. Natalie needs to keep Tulip out of trouble,
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until that last "wild night" when they torch the
chicken shed. Tulip's spell over Natalie is
suddenly broken as the fire explodes and
"scorches the sky." Natalie knows now that she
has to get away from Tulip, but she also knows
that doing so will cause Tulip to play the most
dangerous game of all.
With its innocent beginning and tragic ending,
this is a compelling story about a friendship. Tulip
gives everyone a small glimpse inside herself, yet
"no one reaches out a hand, no one tries to touch
her." The Tulip Touch is masterfully written by an
author who knows adolescents.

••••
Fleischman, Paul. Whirligig. Henry Holt, 1998.
ISBN 0-8050-5582-7. $16.95. 133 pp.
A 6+ FI

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

At first this seemed like a book of short
stories. The first chapter is the sad story of a boy
who doesn't fit into his private prep school. He
crashes a party and is humiliated by both the boy
he wants to impress and the girl he wants to date.
He leaves the party very drunk and depressed. The
more he drives, the more he is convinced that he
will never fit in. Finally he decides to end it all
and drives the car into what the reader thinks is a
fatal crash.
The second chapter is about two girls. One
girl is "into" boys and the other is not. They visit
an elaborate whirligig at the top of a cliff near
their homes. The whirligig is supposed to have
magic powers and be able to predict the future.
The two girls have a great time describing the
boys of their dreams and watching the whirligig's
answers.
The third chapter goes back to the boy. We
find out that he did not die in the crash, but a
beautiful, young, talented girl did. The boy is even
more depressed, and even though his rich parents
try to keep him out of jail, he realizes he needs to
make restitution. The girl's mother explains that
the girl had hoped to visit every state in the United
States, where her bright, cheerful attitude would
have been felt. Now she can't, but one of the
things that had brought much joy in her life was a

15

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 19 [1998], Iss. 2, Art. 9

12 Brigham Young University
whirligig her grandfather had given her. She
challenges the boy to visit the four comers of the
United States and make a whirligig for each spot.
She gives him a summer bus pass, and he begins
his odyssey.
The rest of the book tells how the boy selects
where the whirligigs will go and how they are
made. Somewhere in the book is also a chapter
about how they affect the lives of someone who
passes them.
This is a thoroughly delightful book, and even
though I was confused by the format at first, by
the third chapter I was hooked.

••••

mother calling her home-everywhere. All these
sounds mingle and become a song. She begins
humming, and soon her catchy little melody is
picked up by the baker, widow, gondolier, and
even school children. Pretty soon Gabriella's song
is being sung throughout Venice. One day a
frustrated composer hears the song and decides it
is just what he needs for the orchestra.
The day it is first played a hush falls over the
audience, and the "music soared and swirled. It
climbed it curled." It grows into a heart-stopping
crescendo. After the music stops, the composer
admits that it is not his song, but one he heard
from school children, who admit they heard it
from the gondolier, who admits he heard it from
the widow, who admits she heard it from the
baker, who admits he heard it first from Gabriella.
Childlike pictures help make this a very appealing
story.

••••

Freeman, Martha. The Year My Parents Ruined
My Life. lllustrated by Eric Brace. Holiday
House, 1997. ISBN 0-8234-1324-1. $15.95.
184 pp.
B 4-6 FI

© 1997 Giselle Potter

Fleming, Candace. Gabriella's Song. lllustrated
by Giselle Potter. Atheneum, 1997. ISBN 0-68980973-5. $16.00. Unpaginated.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Venice is known as the city of music. You
hear arias in the opera houses, cantatas in the
churches, and songs in the street everywhere you
go. One little girl, Gabriella, even hears music in
the cries of merchants, the flapping of wash on the
line, pigeon wings moving on the wind, and her

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

Reviewed by Sarah Fisher

Kate is forced to do the absolute worst thing
ever: move! She leaves sunny California, as well
as her best friend, Molly, her gorgeous boyfriend,
and her fifth-grade class. She is trading everything
familiar for dreary, snowy, Belletoona,
Pennsylvania. Luckily, she has "Operation
Defrost." Kate may hate everything about
Belletoona, but as soon as she raises enough
money she heads back to Isla Nada to live with
Molly. When she fmally gets there, California and
her friends are not all they used to be. After going
back home and making several friends in her new
town, Kate decides that Belletoona isn't so bad
after all.
Freeman does a good job of getting into the
mind of her main character. Kate's thoughts and
feelings, as well as the dialogue between
characters, are accurate and typical of fifth
graders in the 1990s. However, some of the
characters use too much California slang, which
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detracts from the story line. If you can get past the
"chica's" and "like's," it is a can't-put-down book
sure to be enjoyed by fourth-or fifth-grade
readers.

••••
Gerstein, Mordicai. Stop Those Pants! lllustrated
by Mordicai Gerstein. Harcourt Brace, 1998.
ISBN 0-15-201495-0. $14.00. Unpaginated.

*

Pre-3 PB FI

Reviewed by Sarah Fisher

Murray is going to be late for school, but
things are not going well. His pants just do not
want to be put on! First, they jump around on his
bed and then hop onto his head. Next, they dash
away. Murray's socks try to help, but to no avail.
Up go the pants to swing from the light fixture,
and neither Murray's brand new gorilla T-shirt
nor his cowboy belt can catch the pants. "I've
been bored," say the pants. "I'm sick of sitting!"
So Murray has an idea. When he tells the pants
that he will run, jump, and roll to school, and fill
its pockets with wonderful things--even a yoyo-the pants agree to cooperate, and they all
(Murray, socks, shirt, belt, and pants) head to
school!
A fun, zany, and imaginative story, Stop
Those Pants! is sure to become a fast favorite. The
detailed ink and oil paint illustrations are bright
and fun. The quick-witted pants are sure to keep
both child and adult laughing throughout. Just the
right style for awakening the imagination, neither
the classroom or the home library is complete
without this book.

••••
Graham, Christine. When Pioneer Wagons
Rumbled West. lllustrated by Sherry Meidell.
Shadow Moull.lin Press, 1997. ISBN 157345-272-6. $14.95. 32 pp.

*

Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

page. The book chronicles the sorrow of leaving
home behind, the hardships of crossing rivers and
dusty deserts, traveling through rain and snow,
climbing high mountains and braking down the
other side, and dealing with death along the way.
It also speaks about the happier parts of the
journey with dancing, games, and sleeping under
the stars.
The most significant thing about the text, the
feeling that the reader comes away with above all
else, is the link between the pioneers and their
God. Each "verse" ends with that connection:
"And asked for God's help," "And prayed to have
strength," "And prayed as they toiled," and the
last verse-"And thanked God for his help."
While the text and the illustrations are very
simple, somehow this book is touching for adults
as well as for children.

••••
Greenberg, David T. Bugs! lllustrated by Lynn
Munsinger. Little, Brown, 1997. ISBN 0316-32574-0. $14.95. 30 pp.
A Pre+ PB PT Reviewed by Genevieve Nelson

This book is hideously gross yet charming.
Greenberg creatively explains the many things one
can do with such disgusting creatures as bedbugs,
maggots, lice, fleas, termite larvae, and other
vermin. Greenberg seems to delight in making
readers squirm. He expresses his philosophy with
these lines:
Yup, loathe 'em or adore bugs,
There's no way to ignore bugs .
So even if you hate 'em,
Why not investigate 'em?
This "read it if you dare" book is sure to elicit
"Eeew!" from most young girls and probably
"Cool!" from most young boys.

••••

On the surface, this is a very simple,
beautiful, picture book of the pioneers' trek west,
done in a very poetic style, one "verse" on each
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Orphan
Runaways.
Gregory,
Kristiana.
Scholastic, 1998. ISBN 0-590-60366-3.
$15.95. 151 pp.

*

3+ NF

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

Gregory has produced another sharp look at a
specific time and place in American history. The
time is 1878. Two boys are left orphans in San
Francisco when both of their parents die in an
epidemic. The boys run away from the terrible
orphanage and manage to get to their uncle's
place-a gold rush boomtown called Bodie Camp,
high in the hills almost to the Nevada border.
When twelve-year-old Danny finds that his uncle
loves a Chinese woman, he refuses to have
anything to do with either of them, and instead
roams around with the other orphans in Bodie.
Only when they faced a life-threatening problem
do the boys realize which way their future lies.
As in The Legend of Jimmy Spoon and
Earthquake at Dawn, Gregory has taken a small
piece of history and, using both fact and fiction,
brought it to life for today's young readers. This
is an exciting, adventurous story about life in the
boomtowns of the gold rush days. The characters
are very real, and the reader is pulled in to care
about what happens to them-from the fictitious
orphaned boys and the lovely Chinese woman, to
the very real Madame Mustache (Eleanor
Dumont) and "Captain" Billy O'Hara, a black
man who became the foster father of Bodie. There
is a lot of excitement and history to learn about in
these few pages.

••••
Griffin, Adele. Sons of Liberty. lllustrated by
Peter McCarty. Hyperion, 1997. ISBN 07868-0351-7. $14.95.176 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Rock Kindle is caught in a quandary: does he
remain loyal to his father and stay with him, or
flee with the rest of the family? This would be
treason in his father's eyes, and the image is not
lost on Rock. A self-taught American Revolution
expert, Rock views most events in this

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

revolutionary context. His father, commander-inchief, demands total obedience. Rock and Cliff,
his brother, have endured many "interrupted
nights" in their ramshackle summer cottage not
suitable for New England winters. These "nights"
consist of spontaneous jobs that their militaristic
tyrant of a father concocts for them. Their mother
has gradually withdrawn into a state of
agoraphobia, while younger sister Brontie is
nonplused by her father's ranting over her
occasional bed-wetting. Griffin poses a difficult
question: at what point is it justifiable to break up
a family? Rock broods over his duty to family,
while the solution is more black and white for
Cliff.
Griffin contrasts this scenario with that of the
boys' friend Liza. The boys help her run away to
the big city to escape her physically abusive
stepfather. This solution does not satisfy, and
they are racked with guilt contemplating the fate
of a thirteen-year-old runaway walking the big
city streets.
The author does not paint a pretty picture of
family. The story reads well and suspense builds.
Will younger readers connect or confuse these
truly aberrant characteristics with their own
family idiosyncrasies? Perhaps that's not a fair
question. They shouldn't have to. This would be
a good, yet difficult, discussion piece.

••••
Hill, Donna. Shipwreck Season. Clarion, 1998.
ISBN 0-395-86614-6. $15.00. 215 pp.
B 5-9 FI

Reviewed by Rachel Wadham

Forced by his mother to leave the society of
his gentleman friends to live and work with his
uncle and the unrefined surfman at a lifesaving
station on Cape Cod, sixteen-year-old Daniel
learns many hard lessons and grows up in the
process. Shipwreck Season is an incredible piece
of historical fiction. Hill's extensive research is
evident throughout the entire novel. Packed with
fascinating details about the United States LifeSaving Service, the precursor to the modem-day
Coast Guard, this book is an intriguing look into
a little known nineteenth-century occupation.
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Despite its outstanding historical quality-a story
about a boy's coming of age-this novel falls
sadly short. The protagonist, Daniel, is an
interesting character whose attitudes contrast to
those of the surfman he works with very nicely.
Numerous sudden and unexplained changes in
Daniel's outlook on his situation and life in
general are jarring, making what could have been
a nice story harsh and unsatisfying. Even with its
significant characterization flaws, the plot is
exciting and fast-paced, making it especially
appealing to young readers. Overall, Shipwreck
Season is a nice addition to the cannon of
children's fiction about ships and sailors in the
1800s. It could easily be used as a companion to
such classics as Carry On, Mr. Bowditch by Jean
Lee Latham.

••••
Hines, Gary. A Christmas Tree in the White
House. lllustrated by Alexandra Wallner.
Henry Holt, 1998. ISBN 0-8050-5076-0.
$15.95. Unpaginated.
A 5-9 PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

President Theodore Roosevelt romped with
his children in the White House, but his
conservationist views caused him to forbid the
cutting of a Christmas tree. In this fictionalized
account of an actual incident, the youngest sons,
Archie and Quentin, sneak a small tree into their
bedroom and hide it in the closet. When the tree is
discovered, President Roosevelt takes the boys to
see the chief forester, Gifford Pinchot so Pinchot
can explain why trees should not be cut. Pinchot
suggests that some trees should be cut so that
others will grow bigger and stronger. With a
"Hoorah!" and "Bully!" from the boys, the
Roosevelts return home and finally celebrate
Christmas with a tree.
A blended book of fact and fiction, this heartwarming story provides a glimpse of a Christmas
celebration in the White House. Young people
will respond positively to the antics of the
Roosevelt children. Bright, playful gouache
illustrations add to the humor of the story. An
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excellent addition to school and public libraries'
Christmas collections.

••••

Hobbs, Will. The Maze. Morrow, 1998. ISBN 0688-15092-6. $15.00. 192 pp.

*

4+ FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

After escaping from a youth detention facility,
fourteen-year-old Rick is befriended by Lon, a
bird biologist, working on a project to reintroduce
condors to the wild. The rough terrain and "the
Maze" in Canyonlands National Park remind Rick
of his life. The death of a condor, a fledgling
maverick, helps Rick see the need to temper his
yearning for independence. The presence of the
condor project is not without opposition: two
others want to use the Maze as a cache for illegal
weapons. In a tense life-and-death situation, Rick
musters the courage of a renegade and succeeds in
saving Lon's life. Through Lon's unconditional
acceptance, Rick gains respect for the condors,
nature, and life in general.
The book is rich in symbolism. It succeeds in
teaching valuable life lessons without being
didactic. The story is fast-paced and suspenseful,
difficult to put down. The characters are well
developed. Young adults can relate to Rick and
his quest to come to grips with his identity. The
story begins and ends in the same setting-a
courtroom. However, from Rick's first visit to his
second, he has become a new person and learned
to cope with his situation thanks to the support of
caring adults. The book is an ideal read for a
junior high or high school reader-especially
those who yearn to be understood.

••••
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Jenkins, Steve. What Do You Do When Somebody
Wants To Eat You. Houghton Mifflin, 1997.
ISBN 0-394-82514-8. $16.00. 32 pp.

Karr, Kathleen. The Great Turkey Walk. Farrar,
Straus, & Giroux, 1998. ISBN 0-374-327734. $16.00. 199 pp.

A K-4 NF Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

A 4-8 FI

We've all read about what other animals eat.
Do you know what you would do if something
tried to eat you? This book explores the
fascinating way fourteen different animals avoid
the danger of being eaten by other animals. It
shows different methods animals use to protect
themselves against enemies. Who would guess
that one creature defends itself by sticking out its
large, bright-blue tongue and wiggling it from side
to side? Or that another animal uses its large
webbed feet to glide as far as fifty feet to reach
another tree?
Using elaborate and intricate paper collages,
the illustrator vividly spotlights the animals. A
simple leading statement such as "When it feels
threatened, the hog-nosed snake . . ." is presented
on one page with a cut paper image of a small
snake being growled at by a feisty bear that bares
large teeth. A flip of the page reveals how its
unique defense mechanism helps the snake escape
from danger.

After completing the third grade for the fourth
time, fifteen-year-old Simon Green sets out to
make his fortune in the world by driving one
thousand turkeys from Missouri to Denver. With
the help of his two mules, an old mule skinner and
his dog, a runaway slave, and a sixteen-year-old
orphaned girl, Simon's venture is a success
despite many mishaps along the way. With all the
action of a western and the humor and style of a
tall tale, The Great Turkey Walk is an outstanding
novel that was inspired by actual nineteenthcentury turkey drives. As with her other novels,
among them Gideon and the Mummy Professor,
and Oh, Those Harper Girls!, Karr's outstanding
ability to craft a fme novel with nonstop adventure
and superb characters is very evident. Subtly
woven into the fast-paced plot is a wonderful
theme that shows the reader that success depends
solely on how much you believe in your dream.
An excellent companion to a unit on the American
west or tall tales, The Great Turkey Walk will
appeal to a broad spectrum of young people, from
those who enjoy westerns to those who like a
story that makes you laugh .

Reviewed by Rachel Wadham

••••
Lewis, C. S. Lucy Steps Through the Wardrobe.
illustrated by Deborah Maze. HarperCollins,
1997. ISBN 0-06-027450-6. $12.95. 32 pp.
A K-4 PB

© 1997 Steve Jenkins

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

Reviewed by Janice G. Bunker

Lucy finds a secret door in a wardrobe and
spends an afternoon with a mythical faun in a
mysterious snowbound land. The text of Lucy
Steps Through the Wardrobe, taken directly from
Lewis' original book The Lion, The Witch, and the
Wardrobe, loses nothing in the adaptation. The
full-page colored pencil illustrations are lush with
detail and evocative of Lewis' style of writing. A
fascinating book, it holds even five-year-old
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atte"ntion spans captive. Bring on the rest of the
sent'!s!

••••
Macaulay, David. Rome Antics. lllustrated by
David Macaulay. Houghton Mifflin, 1997.
ISBN 0-395-82289-3. $18.00. 79 pp.

*

All NF PB

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Macaulay's books (City, Pyramid, Cathedral,
etc.) are always interesting and unusual, and Rome
Antics is certainly not an exception. "Somewhere
in the Italian hills, a homing pigeon is released.
She soars quickly and follows an old road, which
(of course) leads to Rome." Not your average
pigeon, she decides-most unprofessionally-to
explore the city a bit before she gets to her
destination. She soars through some of Rome's
best known monuments and streets, avoiding
dangers along the way (especially Roman cats and
little Roman boys), and sees Rome from all
possible angles. By the time she arrives she-and
we-have had a unique tour of this famous city.
Macaulay's black ink line drawings of a
pigeon's view of Rome are accentuated on each
page by a red line streaking through crevasses and
arches, under bridges and through church towers,
showing the pigeon's journey. The monument or
area depicted on each page is identified discretely
at the bottom, which makes the book interesting to
children and adults of all ages. One of the most
notable details about this book is the different
angles each page is drawn from, including one
upside down when the pigeon has accidentally
been hit by a soccer ball. At the end are a bird's
eye view map of Rome showing the pigeon's
route and four pages of further explanation about
the sites visited-an unusual and fun way to tour
Rome.

••••

Maynard, Christopher. Sharks. lllustrated by
Christopher Maynard. Candlewick Press,
1997. ISBN 0-7636-0328-7. $14.99. 92 pp.

*

3-6 NF

Reviewed by Annette VanWagenen

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

This book is everything you want to know
about sharks and quite a bit more. There are five
sections to this recipe-style handbook: Shocking
Shark Stories, Confidential Crime Files, Database
Shark Profile, Biology Notes (reproduction), and
Ready Reference. Each section contains a wealth
of information about these fascinating ocean
creatures.
There are approximately 375 species of
sharks. They come in all sizes, from a couple of
hand-spans long to larger than a bus. Remember,
small does not mean harmless. If you ever get into
a showdown with a shark-large or small-you
can count on its pals joining in.
This book is fascinating reading. You learn
how a shark first uses sound to track food and
then "follows its (hypersensitive) nose." Other
interesting facts include information on the
shark's sense of touch. While we humans have to
be close enough to touch something in order to
feel it, a shark can feel things from a long distance
away.
With a combination of real photographs,
watercolored drawings, and comic-strip artwork,
the pictures enhance the stories and facts about
sharks. This is a well researched and interesting
fact book about one of the ocean's truly great
inhabitants.

••••
McCully,
Emily
Arnold.
An
Outlaw
Thanksgiving. lllustrated by Emily Arnold
McCully. Dial, 1998. ISBN 0-8037-2197-8.
$15.99. Unpaginated.
B

PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Clara Maher and her mother are traveling
from New York to Utah to meet her father when
a blizzard halts the train. Mama refuses to go a
hotel but accepts an invitation from fellow
passenger Mr. Jones to have Thanksgiving dinner
at Brown's Hole. During the Thanksgiving
celebration, Clara recognizes Bob as being Butch
Cassidy but dares not tell her proper mother. The
Mahers stay with the Jarvie family until the tracks
are clear, and they can travel to meet Papa.
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In the author's note, McCully explains that

Butch Cassidy and his gang had been cowhands
on the Jarvie ranch, and that they did return to
host a Thanksgiving feast for their friends at
Brown's Hole in the 1890s. Clara and her mother
are added to this fictionalized account and Clara
tells the story. Although the story is entertaining,
the ending is disappointing and anti-climatic.
McCully's beautiful watercolor illustrations
complement the text. The book could easily be
used in a Utah history lesson or as a holiday readaloud.

••••

the sport. The book begins with an introduction to
the world of snowboarding. It continues with
detailed illustrations about equipment, clothing,
and boarding techniques. The book shows
advanced freeriding and extreme boarding, then
ends with a section on safety. A special foldout
section
covers
snowboard
competItion.
"Snowboard Speak" is a glossary of snowboarding
terms.
A reader can open this book without knowing
anything about snowboarding and close it with a
comfortable knowledge of the sport. It's highly
recommendable for any public or school library ,
but especially for libraries in areas where people
participate in this popular winter pastime .

••••

McPhail, David. Edward and the Pirates.
lllustrated by David McPhail. Little, Brown,
1997. ISBN 0-316-56344-7. $15.95.
Unpaginated.

*

© 1998 Richard Rockwood and Catherine Ward

McKenna, Lesley. The Fantastic Book of
Snowboarding. lllustrated by Catherine Ward
and Richard Rockwood. Copper Beech, 1998.
ISBN 0-7613-0717-6. $22.40. 40 pp.
A4+NFPB

Reviewed by Denice Barainca

Both snowboarders and wanna-be boarders
will like this book. The author has chosen the
picture book format to tell everything there is to
know about snowboarding. Brightly colored
photographs and illustrations give a sense of
excitement that encourages young people to try

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

This book is a sequel to McPhail's Santa's
Book of Names. In Santa's Book of Names,
Edward is a non-reader who is being pushed by a
teacher to practice his reading. Edward's parents
are smart enough to know that Edward isn't dumb
and will start to read as soon as he is ready. On
Christmas Night, Santa visits Edward's house and
needs help reading the names of the children and
their presents. Over the course of that night's ride
with Santa, Edward becomes a good reader.
In this sequel, Edward is an avid reader who
checks out and lives every book he reads. One old,
musty book he checks out also brings home
pirates. They want the book because it contains a
map that directs them to their treasure. Edward
refuses to give the book up because he doesn't
want library fines. In the end, Edward realizes the
pirates can't read, so he goes with them to dig up
the treasure.
This book will work well as a read-aloud in
storytimes and as a motivating factor in efforts to
teach kids how important reading is.
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Miklowitz, Gloria D. Camouflage. Harcourt
Brace, 1998. ISBN 0-1520-1467-5. $16.00.
166 pp.
B 6+ FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Miklowitz has tackled a number of
challenging topics in her books for young adults.
In Camouflage, she describes a young boy's
introduction to the recently reported militia
movement. Unfortunately, she does not pull this
off as effectively as she has done with other
themes.
The story relates fourteen-year-old Kyle's
visit to his estranged father in Michigan. Kyle
makes the trip an act of defiance in an effort to
assert his independence. All things seem rosy
upon arrival, but he soon detects undertones that
result in his discovery that his father is the leader
of a local militia. Things progress to the point that
Kyle is held captive while the militia members
plant a bomb in a federal building, of all places!
Kyle's friendship with the daughter of the local
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms director brings a
real moral dilemma into play.
The story proceeds a little too predictably,
and the characters are stereotypical, as are their
slogans. Miklowitz could have dug a bit deeper
into the militia mentality and presented a better
picture of the developing relationship between
Kyle and his father. As it stands, the story feels
too much like a piece of fiction quickly borrowed
from a very real front-page disaster.

••••

Mulford, Philippa Greene. The Holly Sisters on
Their Own. Marshall Cavendish, 1998. ISBN
0-7614-5022-X. $14.95.158 pp.
B 4+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

The Holly Sisters on Their Own could be used
effectively to stimulate discussion about sibling
rivalry. The book explores how two stepsisters,
who seem to be opposites, come to find their
similarities.
This book is refreshing for its portrayal of
healthy but realistic relationships. Having the

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

same biological father is the only bond the two
sisters have at first, and they must learn to create
a bond between themselves. Charmaine struggles
with jealousy, because her own mother seems to
favor Cissa. With Cis sa, the reader experiences
uncertainty and loneliness when her mother
pursues a career outside the home.
Expecting to have the worst summer ever,
Charmaine and Cissa come to find it's been the
best summer they've ever had. The two girls work
together to convince their parents that they must
live together.
This adventurous story is one readers can
relate to no matter what their family situation.
Charmaine and Cissa Holly are based on the
author and her sister, Stephanie Greene. Mulford
often bases her stories on the things and people
closest to her.

••••

Ontario Science Centre. Plants. Photographs by
Ray Boudreau. Kids Can Press, 1998. ISBN
1-55074-193-4. $10.95. 32 pp.

*

K-4 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

This fourth book in the Canadian Starting
with Science series has safe, simple experiments
for young children to try at home and at school.
The book encourages budding scientists to explore
how plants grow and why they need water,
sunlight, and soil.
The easy-to-follow directions allow children
to discover things like how to make dirt, why
weeds can grow through the crack in a sidewalk,
and how acid rain affects plants. There are
thirteen hands-on activities. The illustrator has
photographed delightful children involved in
various stages of an experiment. A list of easily
attainable materials and instructions for the task at
hand is quite helpful. An explanation for what is
happening, as well as the importance of each
experiment, is also included.
So go ahead and find out . . . what would
happen if you planted a seed upside down? Or try
planting a sock. Better yet, feed a healthy plant
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your leftovers and see what happens! This book is
full of great activities.

••••
Osborne, Mary Pope. Favorite Medieval Tales.
illustrated by Troy Howell. Scholastic, 1998.
ISBN 0-590-60042-7. $17.95. 86 pp.
A 3-6 FI PB

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

This collection of fifth-to fifteenth-century
European myths or tales includes bits from
Beowulf, The Wizard in the Stone, Finn MacCoul,
Island of the Lost Children, Robin Hood, Sir
Gawain and the Green Knight, Song of Roland,
The Werewolf, and Chanticleer and the Fox. Each
story begins with a little quotation in the old
language from which it comes, along with a
modem translation below. Each story also has a
beautiful full-page illustration. The stories, five to
nine pages long, are like Bible stories for children.
They make the children familiar with the stories,
so when they are older and are introduced to the
more difficult versions, they will not balk.
Many children reading this book will become
culturally literate about his or her own literary
heritage-many people have European ancestry,
but are much more familiar with the Greek myths.
This book will be a good addition to a family
collection, a school library, or the sixth-grade
classroom where the children study ancient world
history.

••••

summer, they are fmally able to enjoy the rewards
of their labor with a giant carrot-and carrot
juice, carrot stew, carrot relish, and carrot
puddin'.
The artwork is done with watercolors in
vibrant colors, infusing even a common carrot
with merriment and warmth. A recipe for carrot
pudding is even included, enticing readers to
continue the carrot craze long after they finish
reading this delightful tale.

••••
Perrin, Noel. A Child's Delight. Dartmouth
College, 1997. ISBN 0-8745-1840-7. $19.95.
208 pp.

*

4+ NF

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

A Child's Delight is truly that! The author has
picked thirty of his favorite children's books and
revels in discussing them with us, the readers. His
style is conversational as he reminisces about how
he got into each of the books and what it is about
each that delights and draws him in. The whole
story of any book is not told, for that would not
entice us to read it. Just enough is given to make
us want to rush out, get the book, and read it
immediately. Perrin talks about the authors, the
times, the great characters, etc., and in discussing
one title he will often bring up many others of the
same genre that also enticed him as a youth.
Wonderful reading for those of us who love
children's books!

••••

Peck, Jan. The Giant Carrot. illustrated by Barry
Root. Dial, 1998. ISBN 0-8037-1823-3.
$15.99.29 pp.

Pfeffer, Susan Beth. Devil's Den. Walker, 1998.
ISBN 0-8027-8650-2. $15.95. 115 pp.

A 1-3 PB

B 4+ FI

Reviewed by Suzanne Hess

With The Giant Carrot, Peck creates a playful
adaptation of the Russian folktale "The Turnip."
A carrot seed is planted, watered, and weeded, but
most important, sung and danced to. As Papa Joe,
Mama Bess, Brother Abel and Little Isabelle work
together with one common goal throughout the

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

"Devil's Den is a strong, scary name for the
place they fought," thought Joey as he and his
parents placed flowers on the grave of Joshua
Gibb. The family, participating in the Hillside
Civil War Graves Project, promised to weed and
decorate the grave every year. Devil's Den is an

24

Review: Full Issue

Children's Book and Play Review 21
important contribution to the history of soldiers
from Orange County who fought in Gettysburg
during the Civil War.
Although this book celebrates past events, an
important current event that Joey must face is
adoption. It is apparent in the first few chapters
that Joey likes his stepfather, but when Ben asks
if he can adopt Joey, friendship turns to anger.
"Being a stepfather was kind of like being longterm company. I bet if he ever got to adopt me,
he'd turn into a really rotten father."
The unusual twist about this book is that Joey
actually finds out where his birth father lives and
talks to him on the phone. His father turns out not
to be like Joey imagined him.
This story will have special appeal to young
history buffs and those who wonder about
adoption. The mixture of the past with the present
makes this book enjoyable to read.

••••
Polacco, Patricia. Thank you, Mr. Falker.
Philomel, 1998. ISBN 0-399-23166-8. $16.99.
Unpaginated.

*

K+ PB

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Thank You, Mr. Falker is the touching story
of a young girl who is taught to read by a caring
teacher. Although bright and talented at art, Trisha
becomes discouraged with her inability to decode
words. Other students tease her mercilessly. She
becomes somewhat skilled at fooling those around
her, until one day Mr. Falker confronts Trisha
about her inability to read. Through his nurturing
and tutoring, Trisha learns the magic of reading.
In an epilogue, we learn that the story is true;
Trisha in the story is Patricia Polacco. The theme
of the book is perfect for children. It gives hope to
those who struggle with reading and understanding to those who learned to read easily. Mr.
Falker's empathy provides a role model for all
adults. True to Polacco's past writing, not only is
the theme powerful, the writing is exceptional as
well. The style and medium of the illustrations are
also typical of Polacco. They capture the emotion
Trisha felt, as well as Mr. Falker's flare and

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

unconventional methods. It is a marvelous story
that belongs in every library.

••••
Ripley, Catherine. Why Do Cows Moo? And
Other Farm Animal Questions. lllustrated by
Scot Ritchie. Greey de Pencier Books, 1998.
ISBN 1-895688-78-7. $6.95. 32 pp.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Denice Barainca

This delightful picture book follows a family
while they look at each of the animals at the farm
fair. The children have a great time imitating the
ducks and goats, climbing on fences to watch the
cows and horses, and eating honey fresh from the
hive. Seeing the farm animals up close brings lots
of questions. Why do cows moo? Why do ducks
waddle? Why do horses swish their tails? Why do
pigs roll in the mud? The children learn the
answers to these questions and many more. Cows
moo to talk to each other. Ducks waddle because
their webbed feet are perfect for swimming but
not good for walking. Horses swish their tails to
brush away flies. Pigs roll in the mud to stay cool
and protect themselves from sunburn. By the end
of the day, little brother is worn out from learning
about all those animals.
This book, one of the Question and Answer
Storybook Series, is excellent for reading out loud.
Each page shows the family looking at one farm
animal. It asks the questions children would ask
about that animal, then answers the question on
their level. Brightly colored illustrations capture
a day of fun and learning.

••••
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Ross, Stewart. Charlotte Bronte and Jane Eyre.
lllustrated by Robert Van Nutt. Viking, 1997.
ISBN 0-670-87486-8. $16.99. 46 pp.
A 6-9 PB NF

© 1998 Sharon Lane Holm

Ross, Kathy. Christmas Ornaments Kids Can
Make. lllustrated by Sharon Lane Holm.
Millbrook, 1998. ISBN 0-7613-0366-9.
$15.99.63 pp.
A 1-5 NF

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Once again Ross has produced a book of
clever, creative, doable crafts for young people.
Step-by-step instructions for thirty ornaments,
from Dog Biscuit Doggie to Hands and Foot
Angel, made from household items are
accompanied by simple illustrations. This title
will delight not only kids but also elementary
school teachers, Cub Scout and Brownie Scout
Leaders, and parents looking for something new
to share with their young charges. Older children
can easily produce most ornaments without adult
supervision. Teachers may wish to buy a copy for
their classrooms and school and public librarians
will want to add it to the collection.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre, the story of a
spirited yet plain orphan girl who matures into a
gritty governess and falls in love with the darkly
handsome Mr. Rochester, has captivated
audiences for more than 150 years. As we follow
the story of Jane Eyre, we are allowed a glimpse
into the remarkable life of her creator. Charlotte
Bronte was raised in an English parsonage. She
lost her mother at the tender age of five,
necessitating the Bronte girls being sent to the
Dickensian Cowan Bridge Clergy Daughters'
boarding school for their education. Cowan
Bridge, where Charlotte lost two of her beloved
older sisters to tuberculosis, became the model for
the terrible Lowood School described in Jane
Eyre.
Charlotte, like her heroine Jane, was not a
handsome girl, yet she made up for her "physical
inferiority" with her lively personality and
intelligence. She was a writer at heart, bossy and
snobbish, loathing housework and sewing. She
failed at teaching and found the life of a governess
boring and humiliating.
Jane Eyre, Bronte's second novel, literally
wrote itself. Charlotte looked to her own life's
experiences, people she had met and the
landscapes she loved as the basis for this most
extraordinary book. The romantic passion
between Jane and Rochester, such an intricate part
of the story, was fueled by Charlotte's own
longing for a love of her own, as well as the works
of Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Lord Byron,
whose works Charlotte devoured.
Ross has painted an accurate picture of the
less-than-Victorian, highly complex Charlotte
Bronte, allowing the reader to experience the
process of life becoming literature. Additionally,
Ross has enthusiastically provided an enticing
introduction to a truly great piece of fiction .

••••
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Skolsky, Mindy Warshaw. Love from your friend,
Hannah. lllustrated by Hannah herself. Dorling
Kindersly, 1998. ISBN 0-7894-2492-4. $17.95.
246 pp.
A 8+ FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

From the back of the Grand View Restaurant
in New York where Hannah lives, the reader gains
insight into life during the Great Depression.
Hannah's hobby is to write letters and stories. The
book is made up of the letters Hannah writes and
the responses. Her pen pals include her grandma,
aunt, best friend (who never writes back, much to
Hannah's anger), pen pal Edward (whom Hannah
learns to understand and enjoy), the secretary to the
president, the first lady, and even President
Roosevelt himself.
The format of the book provides an interesting
study for children in letter writing. The author does
a good job of developing Hannah's character
through her letters and lists sources in the back of
the book as well as describes which parts of the
story are real and which are made up. The book is
light and entertaining while providing interesting
insights into life during the Depression.

••••

Smith, Roland. Sasquatch. Hyperion, 1998. ISBN
0-7868-0368-1. $15.95.188 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

With a title like Sasquatch, many readers will
pick up this book. The good news is that most of
them will keep reading. Smith's background as a
research biologist comes to good use, as he spends
a fair amount of time discussing physical
characteristics of mammals and geological events
that factor into this story. He is also able to keep
the reader involved with a swift-moving story.
Further, he persuades the reader to suspend
incredulity to the point he or she is rooting for this
animal's continued existence.
Smith gathers a good cast of characters for this
Sasquatch hunt. Dylan is the thirteen-year-old
voice. His father is a sometimes real estate agent
and dabbler in all kinds of fringe interests, crypto-
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zoology being one of them. With Dylan's mom off
in Egypt working on a Ph.D., Dylan's father takes
him to a B.F.1. meeting (if you don't get that, its
Bigfoot International), where he meets a number of
bearded backwoods characters who claim some
kind of encounter with the Sasquatch. Among them
are three mute brothers who are rumored to have
been abducted by aliens. The foil here is Dr.
Theodore Flagg, a Captain Ahab for Bigfoots, who
has spent his life searching for them and is
determined to bring one in dead or alive. As it turns
out, he would prefer dead.
Everyone is sworn to secrecy as they head off
to Mt. Saint Helens to bag a Bigfoot. Dylan and his
father go along to try to prevent this from
happening. Well, the suspense builds, as does the
volcanic activity of the mountain. Secret
subterranean tunnels are revealed, and Dylan even
meets the infamous D. B. Cooper! Believe it or not,
it all comes together well, and Sasquatch is, shall
we say, available for a sequel.

••••

Streissguth, Tom. A Ticket To France. Carolrhoda,
1997.
ISBN
1-57505-128-1.
$19.93.
Unpaginated .
A 2-6 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

After reading this book, you too will want a
"ticket to France." Without ever leaving home,
readers will learn about France's culture,
landscape, and people. What makes this book
especially appealing is the sense of humor
displayed. It doesn't just state facts as some travel
books do, but it makes the facts interesting. When
discussing transportation, the book mentions a train
with the word "Whoosh!" Another picture caption
reads, "Honk! Honk! Traffic jams are part of life in
Paris."
A large, colorful map illustrates how big
France is. It compares its size to other European
countries. The rest of the pictures are photographs
taken from all aspects of French life. The author
has used simple yet rich language to explain
various aspects of this intriguing country. This
interesting book is fast-reading and interesting on
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all aspects of France, from holiday celebrations to
types of homes.

••••
Strickland, Tessa. One Earth, One Spirit: A Child's
Book of Prayers from Many Faiths and
Cultures. Sierra Club, 1997. ISBN 0-87156978-7. $14.95. Unpaginated.

*

4·7 PB

Reviewed by LaneD Rabner

Prayer is a universal language, connecting us to
an unseen power that lifts, comforts, and nourishes
the soul. Tender words of praise and supplication,
accompanied by photographs mostly of children,
reach across a diverse religious and cultural chasm,
embracing the reader with warmth and
understanding. Prayers of request, thanksgiving,
blessing, joy and celebration, simply uttered, enrich
our lives and remind us "in whose lap the whole
universe plays" (Guru Nanak, Sikh). Strickland has
included notes at the end of the book that should be
used to help young readers understand the included
prayers and a little bit of the culture of which they
are a part. The warmth of this book is captured in
one of its prayers:
So long as we enjoy the light of day
May we greet one another with love.
So long as we enjoy the light of day
May we pray for one another. (Zuni)
Originally compiled for children, this book is
a joyful experience for all readers.

••••
Tafuri, Nancy. I Love You, Little One. lllustrated
by Nancy Tafuri. Scholastic, 1998. ISBN 0-59092159-2. $15.95. Unpaginated.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Sarah Fisher

Deep in the woods at the riverbed, on the pond,
over the meadows, in a burrow, and in other areas
of the forest, baby animals of various kinds ask the

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

same question, "Do you love me, Mama?" Each of
the mother's answers have a similar message: "I
love you forever, and ever, and always." In the end,
a child in her log home near the woodlands asks the
same question. Her mother hugs her and softly
replies, "I love you as the stars love you, constant
and bright above you ... forever, and ever, and
always."
The illustrations, done in watercolors and
colored pencils, are captivating. They are large and
bring a feeling of love and comfort. Children will
be enchanted by the realistic pictures of soft, furry
animals. This is a perfect book for mother and
child to snuggle up with and read just before
bedtime! The child will fall asleep feeling warm,
cozy, and loved.

••••
Tarpley, Natasha Anastasia. I Love My Hair.
lllustrated by E.B. Lewis. Little, Brown, 1997.
ISBN 0-316-52275-9. $14.95. 32 pp.
B Pre·3 PB

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

A young African-American girl talks about her
hair and the different ways she can wear it. This
doesn't sound too interesting, does it? With
language of simile, such as planting rows of braids
like seeds in a garden, hair thick as a forest, or
curly as vines curling upward, and illustrations that
fill the pages with fanciful pictures of hair,
gardens, vines, the world, and a smiling girl, the
book is interesting.
The book is simple but beautiful. The story
will be enlightening to children who have never
considered the textures and possibilities of hair
different from their own. This story will help
African-American children accept a part of
themselves in this white-oriented culture. I can't
imagine the same book written about white
children's hair. That in itself is something to
consider.

••••
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Thomas, Shelley Moore. Somewhere Today: A
Book of Peace. Photographs by Eric Futran.
Albert Whitman, 1998. ISBN 0-8075-7545-3.
$14.95.32 pp.
A K-2 PB

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

"Somewhere today ... someone is being a
friend instead of fighting." The book opens with
this statement accompanied by photographs of a
Caucasian and an African-American boy in a
variety of fun-loving poses. Each page spread
portrays another positive activity, such as visiting
an elderly friend or planting a tree. The book is
refreshing, because it reminds us that there are
people everywhere who are doing good things that
can make a difference, though they seem small. It
encourages readers to do similar things that
contribute to family, community, and world peace.
A good choice for home, school, or library.

••••

Tillage, Walter Leon. Leon's Story. lllustrated by
Susan L. Roth. Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 1997.
ISBN 0-374-34379-9. $14.00. 107 pp.

*

4-7 BI NF

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

"I remember that as a young boy I used to look
in the mirror and I would curse my color, my
blackness. But in those days they didn't call you
'black.' They didn't say 'minority.' They called us
'colored' or 'nigger.'" Born in 1936, the son of a
North Carolina sharecropper, Leon Tillage matterof-factly tells a powerful story of growing up black
in the South. He describes life as a sharecropper's
son, detailing his home life and schooling and how
vastly it differed from a white boy's life.
"The white people would teach their kids that
black people had no feelings. They didn't have no
soul, it didn't matter what you did to them, you
couldn't hurt their feelings because they didn't
have feelings." So the bus driver let the white
children off the bus to chase and throw rocks at the
black children walking home from school. Blacks
and whites drank from separate water fountains and
used separate restrooms. Blacks sat at the back of
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the bus and in the balcony at the movie house and
lived in nightly fear of visits from clansmen. They
were set upon by dogs just for sport and run down
by cars because "boys will be boys." On his
fifteenth birthday, Leon saw his father murdered by
a car load of drunk teenagers who were out to
"have some fun."
As a teenager, Tillage joined Martin Luther
King, Jr. and marched for his civil-rights, facing
the anger of the whites as well as the local blacks,
because the demonstrations cost them their jobs.
They were mauled by police dogs, beaten with
sticks, blasted with water hoses, and jailed for
marching. Then "the most rejoicing day of my life"
came, when Tillage saw "the white man would go
to jail for abusing us."
Told in his own voice, this moving story of a
gentleman who faces life with no bitterness
because "what good would that do? I know there
were bad times, . . . but you know, there were
rejoicing times, too." Leon Tillage attributes his
prevailing optimism to his boyhood, when he was
raised by strict religious parents who loved and
supported him. He has spent a lifetime
demonstrating the courage to endure hatred and
prejudice and still continues on in his peaceful
protest to educate us in the importance of freedom.
A wonderful story that should be shared by readers
of all ages. Certainly a tribute to the resiliency of
the human spirit!

••••
Wagener, Gerda. Ghost in the Classroom.
lllustrated by Uli Waas. North-South, 1997.
ISBN 1-55858-799-3. $13.95. 47 pp.
C 2-5 FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Tina wants a cat, but her parents say no. Then
one day in school, a mischievous little ghost adopts
her. When she takes him home and he continues his
misbehaving, Tina's father reads that a cat in the
house will get rid of a ghost, so the family goes out
to find a cat.
This silly story is a little hard to swallow.
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Wallace, Bill. Aloha Summer. Holiday House,
1997. ISBN 0-8234-1306-3. $15.95. 168 pp.
B 5-9 FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Fourteen-year-old John and his family move to
Hawaii, where his father has accepted a job. He
must adjust to many changes and very different
customs than his former life as an Oklahoma farm
boy. He becomes friends with Calola, a Hawaiian
girl, and feels the first stirrings of love.
The story takes place in the 1920s, so we get a
little flavor of Hawaii's past. It also deals with
racism, romantic relationships, and integrity. This
story is probably average or a cut above in the teen
romance category. It is entirely innocent, yet deals
with romantic attraction in a thoughtful manner.

••••

Max," Ruby will say. "Bang!" says Max! "Say
'pot,' or 'fish' or 'egg,'" says Ruby. All Max ever
:
J. 'u.I.Jly, Max surprises everyone.
says is "BilliG
Instead of saybg "yum" abuut an apple as Ruby
asks him to, he takes a bite and ... "DELICIOUS!"
For those of us who like Max, here is another
fun and surprising book. Your preschooler will
enjoy the simple, large illustrations on durable
board pages. The number of words is also ideal for
younger children. Easy for tots to relate with, Max
books are perennial to be favorites, and Max 's
First Word is no exception!

••••

Whitcher, Susan. The Key to the Cupboard.
lllustrated by Andrew Glass. Farrar, Straus,
Giroux, 1997. ISBN 0-374-34127-3. $16.00 .
Unpaginated.
B K-4 FI PB

© 1998 Rosemary Wells

Wells, Rosemary. Max's First Word. lllustrated by
Rosemary Wells. Penguin, 1998. ISBN 08037-2269-9. $5.99. Unpaginated.
A Pre PB

Reviewed by Sarah Fisher

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Alice Snavely lives in a box in a cupboard
under the stairs. She's always dusty and needs
some help unfolding when it's time to come out to
play. Alice is a witch with "snaky thin fingers."
She makes a powerful brew of bats' teeth, spit and
bee stings, mixed with marshmallows, purple ink
and birthday candles still full of wishes. With three
drops of brew, Alice works her magic on her
broom and the shadows on the lawn, turning them
into long-necked geese, knights on galloping
horses, and one very troublesome wizard with a
flowing magical beard. Whitcher carries the reader
on a wild ride through the moonlit night, with
Alice ending up damp and dusty, as she's folded up
into her box again. Too bad, she'll be quite
wrinkled the next time she wants to come out to
play!
Each page explodes with witchy antics as
Glass masterfully brings Alice' <: magi to life with
his bold illustrations, painted in rich, vibrant
colors. A mischievously good read!

••••

The bunny, Max, is back, and this time his
sister, Ruby, is trying to teach him to say any
words beside his one word BANG! "Say 'cup,'

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9
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Wright, Betty Ren. The Ghost in Room 11.
Illustrated by Jacqueline Rogers. Holiday
House, 1998. ISBN 0-8234-1318-7. $15.95.
112 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Oftentimes we can do better if we are scared to
death of what will happen if we don't. This is
certainly the case with Matt. He has a habit of lying
to impress others, and he's been losing his temper
a lot lately. People won't believe him, especially
when he tries to convince them he has seen a ghost.
It all starts when the class bully challenges him to
stay after hours in the haunted school. Because
Matt is new, he can't let his classmates believe he
is a coward. The adventure begins when Matt hears
funny noises in room eleven and goes to
investigate.
Matt is not the first person Miss Whipple has
visited. She has haunted many in the past,
including the school principal. But what does she
want with Matt? He has never done anything to
her. Well, the reason why is revealed when Matt
keeps getting poor grades on his spelling test. "It's
people like you who won't let me rest in peace,
says the ghost. People who won't try." Matt soon
finds out that the only way he can get rid of this
pesky ghost is to get all his spelling words right,
not lose his temper, and always tell the truth.
This book is an excellent motivator for those of
us who fall short of our potential. Matt learns that
if he studies hard he can be a very good speller. He
also learns he doesn't have to lie to get people to
like him. Teachers will love this book, because it
helps children see that failure is a much more
frightening experience than working a little harder
to get good grades. Miss Whipple will make sure of
that.

••••
Wyeth, Sharon Dennis. Once on This River. Knopf,
1998. ISBN 0-679-88350-9. $16.00. 150 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

This wonderful piece of historical fiction takes
place in the United States during the 1700s. The
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place is New York, along the Hudson River. A
black woman and her daughter, Monday, are
coming to America from Madagascar to free an
uncle who has been unlawfully sold as a slave.
Mother had lived in America before as a free
woman and a midwife. On board the ship, mother
and daughter deliver the baby of one of the women
below, who is being transported to America to be
sold as a slave. This is her first encounter with
slavery, and Monday does not understand it.
Mother explains slavery in America and tells the
history of her own mother, a slave who walked
away one night and escaped. Because of this,
Monday's mother and the brother she was going to
rescue were born free. The two arrive in America
and meet their relatives, who are free men living in
the New York area. They also meet some of the
black slaves who are friends of the free men.
Monday and the reader soon feel the fear, anger,
frustration, and inhumanity of slavery. As Monday
gets to know her relatives, she becomes more
curious about her own roots. Her mother,
meanwhile, is out trying to arrange for Uncle
Frederick's release from bondage. An interesting
twist to the story occurs before part of the family
finally sail safely out of the harbor again toward
Madagascar and home.
This story is intense and captivating. The
reader is involved from the opening page until the
last page when Monday and her family are safely
aboard the boat, moving away from the United
States. This is a fast-paced, historically educational
and personal story about slavery and the black
people's plight in the northern United States during
the 1700s. It is well-written, with some subtlety
and interesting twists in plot. It could be used as a
springboard for a discussion of slavery or
oppression. The author begins each chapter with
actual copies of ledgers listing goods sold
(including black people), reports of runaway
slaves, or court orders regarding slaves-all of
which add to the reality of this look at a dark
period of our history. This book would be a
valuable addition to a library collection.

••••
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Yolen, Jane. Child of Faerie. illustrated by Jane
Dyer. Little, Brown, 1997. ISBN 0-316968997-8. $15.95. 29 pp.
A

FI PT

Reviewed by LaDale Tobler

Yolen does a beautiful job bringing together
two very different worlds: the human world and the
fairy world. On All Hallow's Eve a young human
girl meets a fairy boy, and together they explore
their two homes. Although each wishes the other to
remain with them, neither can bear to part with the
world they love. They learn that even though they
shall be apart they can remain "friends fast, from
first to last."
Yolen and Dyer combine poetry and painting
to create a magnificent fairy tale. The rhythm of the
poetry flows naturally and shows how people can
be friends even though they are different. It shows
that those of different cultures and experiences
need not be feared. The pictures are brilliant and
bright, and exhibit the emotions found in the story:
the excitement of discovery, the joy of sharing, and
the sorrow of leaving a new friend .

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

32

Review: Full Issue

Children's Book and Play Review 29

New in Paperback
by Janet Francis
Juvenile Literature Cataloger
Harold B. Lee Library
Brigham Young University
The following books have recently appeared in paperback, either for the first time or after a long absence
from the marketplace. All are recommended.
Alcock, Vivien. The Red-Eared Ghosts. Houghton
Mifflin, 1997. ISBN 0-395-88394-6. $4.95. 264
pp. Grades 6-8. Reprint. Mary has a talent-a
talent she doesn't want and can't handle: to see
ghosts with scarlet ears. Are they ghosts? Or are
they her relatives from an alternative world?
Blake, Quentin. Clown. Henry Holt, 1998. ISBN
0-8050-5933-4. $6.95. Unpaginated. Grades
Preschool-2. Reprint. A charming and wordless
clown searches the city for someone who will
rescue the other toys who could not escape the
dust-bin.
Ehlert, Lois. Mole's Hill. Harcourt Brace, 1998.
ISBN 0-15-201890-5. $7.00. Unpaginated. Grades
K-2. Reprint. Brilliantly colored, giant collage
illustrations give this almost folktale a memorable
setting as Mole outsmarts the other animals who
want her to move.
Fox, Mem. Tough Boris. lllustrated by Kathryn
Brown. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 0-15-2018913. $6.00. Unpaginated. Grades K-2. Reprint. Boris
von der Borch is probably the meanest pirate
around. Look at him! There may be more to him
than meets the eye.
Hall, Donald. Lucy's Christmas. lllustrated by
Michael McCurdy. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN
0-15-201943-X. $7.00. Unpaginated. Grades 2-4.
Reprint. From the excitement of a new coal stove
from Sears Roebuck through making each
Christmas present she will give, Lucy's fall days
fly. This book is a well documented and
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illustrated story of life in the days today' s readers
likely can't remember, but can enjoy.
Krensky, Stephen. Arthur And The Scare- YourPants-Off Club. Little, Brown, 1998. ISBN 0-31611549-5. $3.95. 58 pp. Grades 3-4. Original
paperback. When adults interfere with Arthur's
terror tales, someone has to stop censorship!
MacLachlan, Patricia. What You Know First.
illustrated by Barry Moser. Joanna Cotler Books,
1998. ISBN 0-06-443492-3. $5.95. Unpaginated.
Grades 1-3. Reprint. A kind of hymn to leaving
things you love, thought aloud by a young girl
who must move. Things you know first are her
salvation as she begins to understand continuity.
Many, Paul. These Are The Rules. Alfred A.
Knopf, 1998. ISBN 0-679-88978-7. $4.99. 139 pp.
Grades 8-12. 139 pp. Original paperback. Colm is
trying to find out where he fits in the world of
divorce, driving, unexplainable girls, and failure.
His rules are right on the mark, based on painful
experience.
Philip, Neil, compiler. American Fairy Tales.
illustrated by Michael McCurdy. Hyperion, 1998.
ISBN 0-7868-1093-9. $12.95. 160 pp. All ages.
Reprint. Gathered from all sorts of American
authors, including such widely varied sorts as
Nathaniel Hawthorne and Ruth Plurnly
Thompson, these are a very pleasant surprise in
their variety, diversity, and style.
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Rosenberg, Liz. The Carousel. lllustrated by Jim
LaMarche. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 0-15201887-5. $6.00. Unpaginated. Grades 3-5.
Reprint. Two sisters visit a rainy park where the
broken carousel waits for them, as well as their
memories of their mother.
Rylant, Cynthia. Appalachia. lllustrated by Barry
Moser. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 0-15-201893x. $6.00. Unpaginated. Grades 3-6. Reprint. A
gentle and complete description of life and happy
days in the Appalachian mountains, this book
gives a memorable picture (colored) of an
enviable life.
Thurber, James. Many Moons.lllustrated by Marc
Simont. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 0-15201895-6. $7.00. Unpaginated. Grades 2-5.
Reprint (new illustrations). The princess is ill, and
she wants the moon, but none of the wisest men in
the castle can get it for her.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9
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Play Reviews
Bush, Max. Plays For Young Audiencesfeaturing
The Emerald Circle and other plays by Max
Bush. Meriwether Publishing, 1995. ISBN 156608-0118. $16.95.
Varies 1-7

Reviewed by Nancy Hovasse

Plays For Young Audiences featuring The
Emerald Circle and other plays by Max Bush
includes ten plays by Bush. The text is a vivid
display of the range of Bush's talent. He proves
equally adept at adapting literature as well as
creating original pieces for the stage. The
playwright's strengths and weaknesses are often
related to his personal interest in exploring the
balance between reality and the subconscious
through the use of repetition as a dramatic
technique. This repetition typically reveals itself
through his use of replaying a primary action to
explore the psychological realm of Bush's
characters. Scot E. Copeland, in an exceptional
introduction to the text, offers a comprehensive
explanation of Bush's ability to create works that
simultaneously entertain and explore the deeper
recesses of the contemporary human psyche.
Overall, this anthology offers a rich
collection of work that is interesting, challenging,
and entertaining for theatre producers and their
audiences. Featuring the work of one of the most
widely produced playwrights writing for young
audiences today, Bush's anthology is a necessary
part of every professional's library.
The ten plays in the text are categorized in
the editor's preface as adaptations of classic tales
(Hansel and Gretel, The Little Brother and The
Little Sister, Puss in Boots, The Boy Who Left
Home To Find Out About the Shivers, and
Rapunzel), heroic fantasy-adventures (Voyage of
the Dragonfly, 13 Bells of Boglewood, and The
Crystal); and contemporary plays of social and
psychological issues affecting young adults
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(Rockway Cafe, The Emerald Circle, and Ghost
of the River House). The plays are reviewed here
in the order in which they appear in the text.
Ghost on the River House
B 4+

Ghost of the River House opens with a tenyear-old female protagonist named Jenny chasing
after her father and eleven-year-old brother who
are preparing for a "men only" fishing trip.
Much to her dismay, Jenny is left behind in an
old, ruined house near the river's edge with her
sympathetic grandfather to wait for the men's
return. Grandfather reminds Jenny that local
folklore tells of hidden money and jewels, as
well as evil spirits that haunt the deserted river
house. Soon, voices are heard, and the ghost of
Sondra, Jenny's great-great-aunt, appears. She
has haunted the house for over one hundred
years in order to protect her treasures. Boldly,
Jenny asks Sondra to show her the events that led
to her hiding her riches. Slowly Sondra comes to
trust Jenny and reveals the truths of her past
through a series of flashbacks. In the end,
Jenny's friendship helps Sondra fmd peace.
The play presents some production
challenges, because action includes characters
from both the past and the present
simultaneously. Lighting is a key element in the
production, as is sound. A cast of five actors
(two female, three male) can easily play the six
roles. As in several of the plays found in this
anthology, the playwright uses repetition of
dialogue and action to separate reality from
illusion. In this case, repetition of the critical
action featuring the characters from the spirit
world slows the progress to the climax and
delays the resolution without a substantial payoff
for the audience or the characters. With a
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Hansel and Gretel, The Little Brother and The
Little Sister

either simpl!" or elaborate, allowing the show to
bt produced at a level fitting a company's
budget. Tht: play may be frightening to very
small children, but clearly those familiar with the
classic tale will enjoy this literal adaptation.
Approximate running time is fifty-five minutes.

B 1+

The Emerald Circle

Closely adapted from the Brothers Grimm
fairy tale, Hansel and Gretel, The Little Brother
and The Little Sister tells the classic tale in
frightening detail. Hansel and Gretel act in
concert to create a single protagonist, as they
battle the obvious dangers of children living in ~m
impoverished home and the invisible dangers of
child abuse and neglect. Overhearing their
parents' plan to abandon them in the forest
because they can no longer afford to feed them,
Hansel creates a clever plan to help them fmd
their way home. Because he is successful in his
plan, the children's mother schemes a second
time to trick them into the forest. Not quick
enough to divert her plan, the children fmd
themselves alone and hungry in the depths of the
dark woods. Befriended by a strange white bird,
the children are led to a house made of cookies
and candy inhabited by an old witch. The witch
plans to fatten the children up and eat them
herself. In the end, the children trick the witch,
reunite with their father, and learn that their evil
mother has recently died.
Although true to the original, Bush's play
ends too quickly. The symbolism of the white
bird is never fully explored. Neither is the
possibility (as it is minimally suggested) that the
children's encounter with the witch and her
cookie house was a shared dream or hallucination
that reflects their relationship with their own
mother. Although clearly drawn from the original
tale, the action of the parents in the play is
despicable, and contemporary audiences not
familiar with the entire Grimm's tale may be
disturbed by the blatant child abuse presented in
a play for young audiences.
The play requires a minimum of five actors,
with some doubling. Production elements can be

A 7+

running time of approximately fifty-five minutes,
this play is appropriate for high school amateur
and small-scale professional productions.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

With a seamless flow of action between a
cemetery and the basketball court on the
protagonist's driveway, The Emerald Circle
explores an adolescent's emotional journey
toward healing. Fourteen-year-old sweethearts
David and Sandy meet secretly late at night in the
local cemetery. Their innocent romantic
encounter turns into a night of terror when the
two are forced to defend themselves physically
against a man who appears from the shadows in
an attempt to kidnap Sandy. Bush repeats the
pivotal scene of the play several times. With each
playing he exposes greater detail, forcing the
protagonist to relive the experience and choose
whether or not to confront the painful truths
surrounding the horrific event. In the context of
the anthology, this technique is redundant.
However, it is used successfully in this play,
slowly replaying the events and layering in
details that lead to an understanding of the
protagonist's emotional state. The structure
creates a metaphor for the agonizing flashbacks
and the painful nagging self-doubt that would
certainly follow such a terrifying incident.
This poignant piece could be easily staged in
any kind of playing space. Because of the
flexible sense of time and space, some lighting is
needed to isolate moments of action. Costumes
consist of simple contemporary dress. The piece
runs approximately one hour and requires a cast
of two women and three men. Due to the
violence in the play, it is not recommended for
young audiences. Junior high, high school, and
professional groups can produce this work quite
successfully. The accessible roles of Sandy,
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Dave, and Chip are well written for teenage
acwrs and provide an excellent challenge.

Puss in Boots
A All

Puss in Boots is a delightful adaptation of the
classic tale. As in each of the adaptations found
in this anthology, Bush has stayed true to the
original characters and story line, but he still
manages to present the classic tale in a fresh
light. Fleshing out the traditional characters, the
playwright provides a contemporary conscience
without the heavy moralizing and sentimentality
of the original. In this story, young Claude, the
Miller's son, is dismayed to learn that upon his
father's death his sole inheritance is his father's
cat, Puss. The cat soon proves to be a master
swordsman and resourceful companion, and their
relationship, though often contentious, is based
on genuine affection. Infatuated with the Princess
Annette, Claude tells Puss of his admiration for
the young royal, knowing that his station in life
would never allow the opportunity for even a
brief introduction. The loyal, clever Puss creates
a hilarious scheme by which Claude assumes the
role of the marquis of Carabas, outwits the King,
and earns his daughter's hand.
Set in France in the late 16oos, this
adaptation offers outstanding opportunities for
elaborate period costuming and set design.
However, because of the strength of the script, a
more modest production concept would be
effective. Although the play includes traveling
through several locations, the piece can be
produced quite easily and would work
exceptionally well as a touring piece.
Appropriate for production by school,
community, or professional companies, this
charming piece will appeal to all ages.
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13 Bells of Boglewood
B All

Best described as a contemporary fairy tale,
13 Bells of Boglewood is a fantasy adventure on
the theme of greed. The story revolves around
two humans who enter the forest looking for lost
gold. They soon realize that fmding and
retrieving their treasure will not be an easy task.
The invisible fairies who inhabit the forest
depend on the gold dust as a life-giving potion,
and their visible counterparts, the hideous
spriggans, guard the treasure hidden in a hollow
hill. To complicate matters, a mysterious
character known only as the greedy Bogle holds
the secrets to the location of the gold, but he too
has his own self-interest at heart.
With a running time of approximately sixtyfive minutes, this play may be too long for most
touring venues. However, the possibility of a
very simple set may make it appealing for some
touring companies. The author does note that the
set should suggest a "real forest" rather than a
"magical forest," the action occurring in the
"present year." Due to the silliness of the
characters and broad physical comedy, the play
is most appropriate for very young audiences.
The piece is a possibility for production by junior
or senior high school groups that perform for
younger children. A minimum of seven actors is
necessary.
The Crystal
B 7+

Probably the most complex script found in
this anthology, The Crystal takes its audience on
a mythical journey involving questions familiar to
children of broken homes. Through the play,
issues of trust, respect, and selflessness are
explored from a safe distance, allowing young
audiences to recognize and process the status of
relationships in their own lives.
Hiding out on a remote island, Robin and
Cullen, seventeen-year-old twin brothers, are the
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sons of a powerful wizard. They were
abandoned, along with their mother, when their
father became involved with the evil sorceress,
Mora. As they play begins, Audrey, Kate, and
Sloan, emissaries from the twins' homeland of
Errigal, discover the island and intend to help the
boys return home and claim their rightful place.
Remarkably, the young women announce that
they were each promised at birth to the twins as
their future brides, and that their father never
abandoned the boys of his own will but was the
prisoner of the sorceress Mora. Astonished by
the news, the young men are infuriated by their
mother's lack of disclosure and set sail to reclaim
their birthright. What follows is a journey filled
with surprising revelations, quiet heroics,
forgiveness, and farniliallove.
Not recommended for production by groups
younger than high school age, the play requires
a minimum cast of three females and four males.
Although the playwright notes that the set can be
suggested, some sound and lighting effects are
necessary for the action in the script.

The Boy Who Left Home to Find Out About the
Shivers
B 5+

The Boy Who Left Home to Find Out About
the Shivers is another example of Bush's ability

to give an old tale new life. Dealing once again
in layers of consciousness, this play explores a
young boy's journey into his own mortality.
Unable to feel the shivers, the character of "Boy"
is cast out at the top of the play. Undaunted, he
sets out to learn about the shivers. On his
journey, he meets an innkeeper who tells him of
a castle that is so scary that the king has
promised his daughter in marriage to the man
who can spend three nights there. Fending off a
frenzy of ghosts and goblins, the Boy survives
his trial and is granted the hand of the princess
without a single shiver. However, the clever
princess devises a simple plan that finally brings
his quest to a successful end.
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With a running time of approximately sixty-·
five minutes, the play ca..'1 be cast with seven or
eight actors playing eighteen roles. The script
does call for various locations throughout the
Boy's journey: his house, a bell tower, the high
road, an inn, and a haunted castle. The text
recommends that the set be designed to fragment,
the pieces capable of moving in and out rapidly.
This piece is appropriate to produce with
children.

Rockway Cafe
C 7+

The least satisfying play in the collection is

Rockway Cafe. Fourteen-year-old Rachel, living

with her single mom, Della, magically pops in
and out of the television screen in her living
room. She takes the place of Roxanne, her
favorite teenage idol, in an adolescent soap
opera, complete with "cute guys" and rock 'n'
roll. In a predictable tum of events, Roxanne
steps into Rachel's life, where she acts as a
catalyst for change in the dysfunctional
relationship between mother and daughter.
Although the musical score was not available
to this reviewer, the lyrics in this musical play
are uninteresting. The dialogue provided for the
"tv characters" especially lacks substance.
Instead of developing the story of Rachel and her
mother, the playwright seems to be simply
commenting on what he believes to be the
popular teenage culture. The story treatment
betrays that the one believable relationship in the
play between the mother and daughter begs to be
genuinely investigated.

RapunzeZ
A 7+

During the 1998 meeting of the American
Alliance for Theatre in Education, Bush spoke to
a group of aspiring playwrights. When asked
about adaptation as part of a playwright's
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repertoire, he commented, "Adaptation is craft
rather than art." If this is true, then Bush is a
ma8ter at his craft and at his very best with this
adaptation of Rapunzel. Once again balancing the
basic story within a contemporary psychological
matrix, the playwright's adaptation allows
today's audiences to see a reflection of
themselves in the archetypal characters.
True to the original, the play begins with
Rapunzel's mother selfishly and greedily
sacrificing all for her own desires-a metaphor
that is certainly applicable to today's society.
Next comes Rapunzel' s abduction by a spiteful
witch who manipulates Rapunzel' s affection for
her own ends. The young prince arrives, and he
and Rapunzel fall in love. Their romance
discovered, the witch banishes Rapunzel into the
wilderness and then tricks the prince into visiting
the tower in search of Rapunzel, leaving him
blinded and in despair. Eventually the two are
reunited and, true to fairy-tale form, all is
remedied with their union.
With three simple settings, the play can be
easily staged in a theatre or for touring. The
seven characters can be played by four
actors-two males, two females. Stage lighting
would be useful but is not necessary for the
success of the production. This play is
appropriate for production by high schools as
well as adult companies.

Aalmauria: The Voyage of the Dragonfly
A 7+

Queen Meaghan in Aalmauria: The Voyage
of the Dragonfly is the kind of character every

young actress has been waiting to play.
Swashbuckling and courageous Meaghan
accompanies Captain Taran, whom she admires
and who admires her, as he sets sail for the
enchanted but dangerous island of Aalmauria.
The island is believed to hold a flame which
could save Meaghan's kingdom from the ice age
that threatens her people. However, attending
Meaghan on the journey is Cynric the magician
and his daughter Mariana. Mariana has also set
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her affections on Captain Taran and plots to
undermine her queen in hope of gaining his favor
for herself. Friendship, truth, and courage are
challenged as the exciting adventure unfolds.
A wonderfully crafted adventure, the play
explodes with magnificent images of sword fights
and dragons. The play requires several locations,
including Meaghan's castle, the interior of the
"Dragonfly" ship, and the cave on the island of
Aalmauria.
Offering
delightful
staging
opportunities, the piece fully staged would be
beautiful; however, the strength of the language
suggests that a clever minimal set could serve the
playas well. This piece is a gem for young
actors.

••••
Cohen, Fumi. The Wind in the Willows. Eldridge
Publishing, 1993.52 pp.
A 3·6

Reviewed by Athena Madan

The tranquility of a summer's picnic between
three friends is shattered. Incorrigible Toad, on his
latest therapeutic whim ("The poetry of motion!"),
steals a sports car in pursuit of life's more exciting
highways. His bumpy path along the Wide World
lands him in jail. As his noble friends Mole and
Rat search relentlessly in the Toad-less Woods,
Toad manages to escape prison in the clever
disguise of a Washerwoman. Toad falls into the
clutches of a cruel and callous Thief. Mole and
Rat get lost. It's Badger to the rescue as he
reunites the trio with their long-awaited picnic
basket.
Featuring Grahame himself, this is a
commendable adaptation of the quaint,
imaginative classic. The magic of the fantastic
Willow Wood and the animal friendships
(including their idiosyncrasies) which makes the
story so well-loved by children is delightfully
maintained. Lyrics and dialogue are witty, with
smooth transitions between them. Children will
find the music easy to learn but fun enough to
keep on singing. Cast is flexible, a minimum call
of eleven.
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Morris, Vera. A Little Princess, the Musical.
Adapted from Frances Hodgson Burnett's
Sara Crewe. Music and Lyrics by Bill
Francoeur. Pioneer Drama Service, 1996.63
pp.
Reviewed by Athena Madan

B 3-6

Every little girl is born a princess,
Somewhere up in heaven it's decreed.
Yes, every little girl is born a princess,
Rulers in a world of make believe ...
Hail, hail, to love and friendship,
Nothing will divide us, let's agree.
Hail, hail, to lifelong friendship,
A sisterhood of princesses are we.
The antithesis of Cinderella, this is Sara
Crewe's journey from a loving home--complete
with a devoted, doting father and whistling Walt
Disney-like birds-to a drafty one-room attic
above mean Miss Minchin's Orphanage. Her luck
changes when a mysterious gentleman from India
moves in next door, and anonymous food and gifts
flood her attic room. Can it be that her fortune has
been retrieved? True to fairy tales, Sara's
goodness is rewarded, and mean Miss Minchin is
"properly" rewarded for her evil ways.
The characters in the script are strong-we
learn early who is likeable and who is not-and,
for the most part, consistent; though the music
sounds suitable and pretty enough for a little
princess, it does little to forward the action. The
cast calls for four males, eleven plus females, and
a stuffed monkey. Most of the roles can be played
by children; some of the singing roles may be
more difficult to learn at this age. Costume and
staging requirements are simple.

••••
Sandburg, R.N. Seattle Children's Theatre: Six
Plays for Young Audiences. Edited by
Marisa Smith. Smith And Kraus, 1997.
ISBN 1-57525-008-X. $16.95. 308 pp.
Varies 1-8

Reviewed by Melinda Wolfer
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This collection contains several plays
originally published by Seattle Children's Theatre
or Rain City Projects now available together in a
new edition from Smith and Kraus. Although some
of these works have been reviewed as individual
plays in past issues, we will review all of them as
part of this new, important collection. They are all
original works commissioned by Seattle
Children's Theatre (except for Mother Hicks,
which was, however, updated for the Seattle
production). Four are adaptations of literary
works. All add richness and depth to the Theatre
for Young Audiences cannon. The collection is a
must for anyone seriously interested in this field
(Editor's note: H. R. o.)
Dietz, Steven. The Rememberer.
A 4-8

Joyce Cheeka, the rememberer in her Squaxin
Indian tribe, is responsible for preserving the
culture and traditions of her ancestors. Appointed
to her position at a young age, she struggles to
maintain her Native American heritage, as she is
taken from her Indian reservation to the Tulalip
Training School. It is a government institution that
attempts to suppress the Indian's language,
customs, and lifestyle and teach the white man's
culture, preparing the children for life in
mainstream America. With the help of her
deceased Aunt Sophie's spirit and the teachings of
Mud Bay Sam, Joyce learns courage and
responsibility, and assimilates the cultures of her
two lifestyle influences together. For example,
Joyce learns stitching skills from the school
mistresses and makes an Indian salmon-patterned
qUilt for a member back on her reservation. Acting
as storyteller, adult Joyce tells the audience, "I
passed something else onto my children, as well:
The history, the humor, the legends. The stories of
our people. There is a lot to remember."
Based on Ms. Cheeka's real life experiences,
The Rememberer presents an empowering
viewpoint of children and champions their ability
to preserve and enrich future generations. Young
audiences will identify with all characters, and
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especially admire Joyce's integrity and love for
her heritage.
This excellent new work is as exciting to read
as to produce. The play shares aspects of
"Squaxin" culture, such as baking ashes, bread,
the folklore of the Pitch Woman, and traditional
music. It also includes sections of dialogue in the
native "Squaxin" tongue. Because of its large cast
size (five men, four women, eight children,
dancers, and musicians) and technical
requirements, The Rememberer could be difficult
for a touring company to produce. However, the
subject matter and rich characters will give
professional or very experienced amateur
performers an exciting and satisfying challenge in
production. Children and adults alike will love
The Rememberer.
Sachar, Louis. There's a Boy in the Girls'
Bathroom.
A 3-6

This humorous contemporary American play
features Bradley Chalkers and his fifth-grade class
in a journey of realizing self-esteem and
confidence. At school, Bradley is a loud-mouthed,
story-telling, attention-seeking bully; at home with
his stuffed animals he is a soft-hearted, goodnatured, friendly boy. Bradley develops a mutual
friendship with the new elementary school
counselor, Carla. Because Carla believes in
Bradley and treats him with respect and validity,
he realizes his self-worth:
BRADLEY:
CARLA:
BRADLEY:
CARLA:
BRADLEY:

CARLA:

Carla?
Yes.
Can you see inside monsters. Can
you see the good?
That's all I see.
Well, how does a monster stop
being a monster? I mean, if
everyone keeps treating him like
a monster?
It isn't easy. I think first he has
to realize for himself that he isn't
a monster. That I think is the first
step. Until he knows he isn't a
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monster, how is anybody else
supposed to know?
Although Carla is fired at the end of the play,
it brings a necessary separation between her and
Bradley. He realizes he can love himself and be
loved by others independent of Carla.
This play is rich with emotion and maturity.
Young audiences will identify with this play
because of the realistic characters and relevant
issues. For example, little Melinda Birch is a
tough female character who stands up for herself
and gives black eyes to troublesome boys. Jeff
Fishkin is a new boy who wavers between the
popular kids' acceptance and true friendship with
the less popular crowd. Colleen Verigold grapples
with gender issues and eventually musters up
courage to invite boys to her birthday party. This
play will provide an excellent springboard for
discussion with young audience's concerns about
school and relationships.
There's a Boy in the Girls' Bathroom is a
complex production that gives ample performance
opportunities for both adults and children. While
experienced performers should be cast in lead
roles, many inexperienced children may be cast in
extras roles as additional classmates and school
children. This play also uses puppetry, as four
actors manipulate Bradley's stuffed animal
friends. Stage directions in the play call for a
simple set and minimal scenic changes.
Sandburg, R.N. Anne of Green Gables
A 1-6

This adaptation of L. M. Montgomery's
classic Canadian novel is a gem. Set on Prince
Edward Island at the tum of the century, young
orphan Anne Shirley is eager to be adopted by the
old spinster and bachelor siblings, Marilla and
Matthew Cuthbert. Anne's temper, sensitivity to
her physical appearance, and tendency to escape
to her romantic dream-world makes her "trial
period" humorous to watch. She insults Marilla's
best friend, Mrs. Lynde, intoxicates young Diana
Barry with currant wine, is accused of stealing
Marilla's amethyst brooch, and smashes her

41

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 19 [1998], Iss. 2, Art. 9

38 Brigham Young University
writing slate over classmate Gilbert Blythe's head.
On the other hand, Anne also demonstrates
maturity and responsibility: she is honest,
sincerely desires to control her temper, works
hard, is at the top of her school class, and saves
the life of the Barrys' baby, Minnie May.
At the end of the play, Anne allows herself to
believe that Marilla and Matthew love her and
truly wish to keep her when they tell her:
MATIHEW:

MARllLA:

I'd rather have you than a dozen
boys.
You
mind
that,
Anne-rather than a dozen boys.
You're my girl.
And mine. It's never been easy
for me to say things out of my
heart, but I love you as dear as if
you were my own flesh and
blood. I need you here, Anne.

Because she is teased and taunted about her
hair (called "Carrots, carrots!") by Gilbert Blythe,
Anne's grudge against him underscores all her
good deeds and righteous intents. The play wraps
up in a melodramatic style, in order to teach a
lesson. Diana Barry lovingly scolds Anne:
You're impossible. When you've done
something wrong, everyone's expected to say
it's all right. But when someone's done
something to you, there's no way to make up
for it. How can anyone be friends with you?
After pondering her attitude and desire to stay at
Green Gables, Anne tells Gilbert:
You've always treated me like a friend; I've
just been too foolish to realize it.
The play is fun and easy to follow. Although
much of the dialogue from the novel is omitted,
and some lines are manipulated to fit this
adaptation's intent, Sandberg preserves the
effervescent, sparkling essence of Montgomery's
story.
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York, Y. Afternoon of the Elves.
A 1-8

Adapted from the Janet Taylor Lisle novel of
the same name, Afternoon of the Elves is a
poignant story of poverty and privation. The script
investigates the difficulties of a friendless child
who must care for her emotionally and physically
invalid mother. In order to escape from her
arduous life, the young girl creates a fanciful elf
village from the trash in her backyard, which she
shares with a friend.
This excellent script, filled with powerful and
descriptive dialogue, may help children better
understand those who are different from
themselves. It shows how easy it is to make
judgments without really knowing a person, and
how those judgments can not only be inaccurate,
but hurtful. Casting includes five actresses and
one actor.
York, Y. The Ponrait, The Wind, The Chair.
A 2-6

Lucy and her fourteen-year-old sister,
Terroba, are trying to make sense of a world out
of their control. When their widowed mother
moves them to Grandmother Minnie's home, Lucy
is angry about the change. She likes the new home
even less when Minnie gets sick and passes away.
Now Lucy is angry at her grandmother for dying
and becomes afraid of death. She transfers this
fear into tangible objects and refuses to go near
Minnie's things, like her portrait or big, stuffed
chair. Lucy comes to terms with her fears through
a dream in which the teen-age Minnie from the
portrait and the chair come to life. They share her
imaginative play, helping her see beyond anger
and fear so she can overcome them.
The play is a skillful examination of the very
real fears of childhood, created in a fun and
entertaining manner. Characters are well
developed; dialogue is rich and stretches our
worldview. York has captured a world through the
eyes of a ten-year-old and has brought that
innocent and uniquely imaginative world to life.
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The play would best be done by a professional
company. It can be played with a cast of three
(two female, one male). The script includes a
sketch of the set design and the costume design
for the chair from the premier production at
Seattle Children's Theatre.
Zeder, Suzan. Mother Hicks
A 4+

Zeder's classic tale of loneliness and quest for
identity is revised in this Seattle Children's
Theatre play anthology. This play is based on a
collection of oral folklore from the W.P.A.
Federal Writer's Project which the playwright
read a number of years ago. Mother Hicks, the
title character, lives in a small midwest town
during the Depression. She is a middle-aged
woman who lost her child many years previous
and knows how to heal with herbs and natural
medicines. Because she is unlike the other
townsfolk, Mother Hicks is suspected of being a
witch. When natural disasters or life misfortunes
occur, Mother Hicks is accused of using her craft.
Mother Hicks and a deaf/mute named Tuc
encounter an orphan girl who is searching for her
family. All three are outcasts searching for
friends, longing for family, and seeking
acceptance. They befriend each other and help the
girl learn about her identity. When the townsfolk
assume Mother Hicks has kidnaped and is holding
the girl hostage, they swarm together and plan to
rescue her, by force if necessary.
The revisions in this script make the
relationships more poignant and the story line
more meaningful. In this version Zeder has
developed the hatred and prejudice of Izzy Sue
Ricks, the town's busy-body. Izzy's malicious
characteristics contrast sharply with the outcasts'
innocence and lack of guile. Zeder also further
develops Girl's emotional journey. One beautiful
moment in the new version is an exchange in
which Girl shows her infant blanket to Mother
Hicks, hoping that Mother Hicks will really be her
mother. The author also adds a disturbing
depiction of a shanty town, where a father had to
break up his family in order to survive. The
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changes Zeder has made in her script bring
Mother Hicks' deep, brilliant themes and lessons
alive.
The playwright strongly urges a deaf actor
play the role of Tuc to make the use of sign
language in this play have "emotional eloquence
and physical poetry." It requires adult actors in all
roles, except the part of Girl-who should be
played by a young girl.

••••
Shafer, Dan. Nothing For Granted. Eldridge
Publishing, 1996.57 pp.
B 8-12

Reviewed by Athena Madan

He's the high school heartthrob, the editor of
the school's newspaper, and he's dating the
homecoming queen. He's got everything going for
him, right? There's just one thing: he's HIV
positive. This is the story of a group of high
school students as they deal with the day-to-day
reality of AIDS and how to cope with losing a
good friend.
The statistical information on AIDS presented
in the script is researched and accurate; it is also
presented in a manner that will still maintain the
attention of the audience. Character development
and interaction is believable, for the most part.
Some of the minor characters are more superficial
in motive, but this may be because these are high
school "stock" characters, representing a larger
group of students who have similar interests and
abilities. Overall, however, this is a script that
deals tactfully with an important issue on a level
that we are still afraid to deal with, and in a
nonthreatening way.
The message? Darby writes his own "Final
Deliberations" in the high school newspaper the
week of his death: "I read somewhere once that as
you grow up, people move in and out of each
other's lives and each leaves his or her mark on
the other. You find that you are made up of bits
and pieces of all who ever touched your life, and
you are more because of it and would be less if
they had not touched you. Wake up people: if any
good comes out of my death, let it be that I made
you a little more careful."
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Cast calls for two males, six females but is
flexible. Stage requirements include a slide show
(to denote the passage of time and the
development of relationships among characters).
This would be ideal for a touring production .

••••
Sodaro, Craig. Hound of the Clackervilles.
Pioneer Drama Service, 1998.
A 4-6

Reviewed by Athena Madan

This is a delightfully funny script. The
Clackerville manor is plagued with a curse-the
howling Hound of the Clackervilles! It creeps
closer and closer to each of its victims and
literally hounds them to a frightful death. Granny,
the local witch, confirms the curse is true and
predicts Hank Bob Clackerville's future demise.
Luckily for Hank Bob, his faithful girl, Daisy
Mae, summons a Dynamic Duo to solve the
mystery-none other than the famous Sherlock
Holmes and his ever-loyal sidekick, Dr. Watson.
Posing as exterminators, our daring detectives
endure the overbearing Ma Clackerville, her
equally overzealous daughters, Sue Bob and Lou
Bob, hidden wills and passages, and a pair of
missing boots in this melodramatic mystery.
There are ten male and nineteen female in the
script. Stage requirements are minimal; the entire
ninety minutes takes place within the same
setting. Probably even more fun in the show than
the action itself is designing the Hound, who will
leave even the audience howling right along!

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss2/9

44

Review: Full Issue

Book Publishers
ALBERT WHITMAN, 6430 Oakton St., Morton
Grove, IL 60053-2723
ALFRED A. KNOPF, see RANDOM HOUSE
ATHENEUM, 1230 Avenue of the Americas,
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PRESS, INC.
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New York, NY 10016
FARRAR, STRAUS & GIROUX, 19 Union
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E. 53rd St., New York, NY 10022
HENRY HOLT & CO., 115 W. 18 th St., New
York, NY 10011
HOLIDAY HOUSE, INC., 425 Madison Ave.,
New York, NY 10017
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Boston, MA 02116
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KIDS CAN PRESS, 85 River Rock Drive,
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THE LERNER PUBLISHING GROUP, 241
First Ave. N, Minneapolis, MN 55401
LITTLE, BROWN AND CO., 3 Center Plaza,
Boston, MA 02108
MARSHALL CAVENDISH, 99 White Plains
Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591
MILLBROOK PRESS, INC., 2 Old New Milford
Rd., Brookfield, CT 06804
MORROW, 1350 Avenue of the Americas,
New York, NY 10019
NORTH-SOUTH BOOKS, 1123 Broadway, Suite
800, New York, NY 10010
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PENGUIN USA, 375 Hudson St., New York, NY
10014
PHILOMEL, 200 Madison A venue, New York,
NY 10016
RANDOM HOUSE INC., 201 E. 50th St., New
York, NY 10022
ROSEN PUBLISHING GROUP, INC., 29 East
21'1 Street, New York, NY 10010
SCHOLASTIC, INC., 555 Broadway, New York,
NY 10012
SHADOW MOUNTAIN PRESS, PO Box 30178,
Salt Lake City, UT 84130
SIERRA CLUB, see RANDOM HOUSE
VIKING, see PENGUIN USA
WALKER AND CO., 435 Hudson Street, New
York, NY 10014
Play Publishers
ELDRIDGE PUBLISHING CO., Box 1595,
Venice, FL 34284
MERIWETHER
PUBLISHING,
LTD.,
Contemporary Drama Service, Box 7710,
Colorado Springs, CO 80933
PIONEER DRAMA SERVICE, INC., PO Box
4267, Englewood, CO 80155
SMITH AND KRAUS, PO Box 127, One Main
Street, Lyme, NH 03768
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